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Asia Pacific Space Community Council (APSCC) e-Newsletter is produced on a monthly basis as part of APSCC’s
information services for members and professionals in the satellite and space industry. Subscribe to the APSCC
monthly newsletter and be updated with the latest satellite industry news as well as APSCC activities! To renew
your subscription, please visit www.apscc.or.kr. To unsubscribe, send an email to info@apscc.or.kr with a title
“Unsubscribe.”

INSIDE APSCC

Registration Now Open: Join APSCC 2026 in Denpasar!
3-5 November 2026 | Denpasar, Bali, Indonesia

Join the most influential leaders in the space and satellite industry at APSCC 2026, taking place in
Denpasar, Bali, Indonesia, from 3-5 November 2026. Over three impactful days, connect with global
industry executives, innovators, and decision-makers for high-level discussions, strategic networking,
and business opportunities shaping the future of the Asia-Pacific space ecosystem.

This year’s theme, “Connectivity and Beyond! Fueling the Asia-Pacific Space Economy,” explores
how next-generation connectivity is accelerating growth, unlocking new markets, and expanding the
role of space across industries. Expect insightful sessions, expert panels, and market-driven
discussions that go beyond traditional boundaries—highlighting where the industry is headed next.

Secure your spot today and be part of the conversation that’s shaping the future of Asia-Pacific space.

Inquiries regarding sponsorship and exhibition opportunities are welcome via email at
apscc2026@apscc.or.kr.

SATELLITE BUSINESS

SK telink Deepen Strategic Partnership to Accelerate NexusWave Adoption in South Korea

24 August 2026 — Inmarsat Maritime, a Viasat company, and South Korean telecommunications
services provider SK telink have signed an agreement to advance maritime digitalisation across the
country’s shipping industry. The agreement will strengthen collaboration between the two companies
to bring NexusWave services, the next-generation connectivity capabilities, to shipowners seeking to
enhance operational efficiency, resilience and crew welfare. It covers NexusWave implementation
across car carriers, container ships, VLCCs, and other vessel types operated by the South Korean
shipping companies, including HMM, SINOKOR and others. Building on a strategic relationship dating
back to 2007, Inmarsat Maritime and SK telink share a commitment to supporting South Korea’s
evolving maritime connectivity requirements. Read more

KSAT HYPER to Demonstrate its Hybrid Services with Customers

24 August 2026 — Kongsberg Satellite Services (KSAT) today announced the first demonstration
campaigns for Hyperion, the pathfinder mission for HYPER, KSAT's next-generation hybrid radio
frequency (RF) and optical relay network. The campaigns will validate the operational services
planned for the commercial HYPER network through demonstrations with satellite operators,
technology providers and institutional partners, marking the first opportunity for customers to test
low-latency relay services before commercial operations begin. The Hyperion satellites will carry
multiple optical terminals from Rocket Lab, which acquired laser communications company Mynaric
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earlier this year, and Sony Space Communications Corp. (SSCC). The terminals will enable customer
demonstrations of optical payload relay while supporting several optical inter-satellite
communication links within the HYPER network. Read more

Kratos Receives Multi-Million-Dollar Orders for GAIA 100 Tri-Band Ground Station Systems

19 August 2026 — Kratos Defense & Security Solutions, Inc., a technology company in the defense,
national security and global markets, today announced that Orbit Communication Systems Ltd. has
received multi-million-dollar orders from multiple international customers for its GAIA 100 Tri-Band
5.5-meter and 6.1-meter antenna systems. The orders, which support Earth Observation (EO), New
Space and satellite communications applications, reflect continued demand for Orbit's high-
performance ground station solutions. Alongside the announcement, Orbit is revealing the GAIA 100
Tri-Band 6.1, designed to deliver higher gain, improved link margins and enhanced Ka-band tracking
performance. Supporting Earth Observation, New Space, defense and satellite communications
applications, it combines advanced multi-band capability with a cost-effective, maintenance-free
architecture. Read more

Integrasys Awarded Two €3 Million Defense R&D Projects in Luxembourg, to Lead One of Them

18 August 2026 — Integrasys, a company specializing in satellite communications and network
solutions, has been awarded two defense research and development projects in Luxembourg with a
combined value of €2.89 million. The company will lead one of the projects and participate as the
technology partner in the second. Both were selected under a joint funding initiative launched by the
Luxembourg Ministries of Defence, Economy, and Research. The two projects will develop new
capabilities to strengthen the protection of critical communications and the security of space assets.
Specifically, they will address everything from the detection of and automated response to
interference affecting terrestrial, radio, and satellite networks, to the protection of strategic satellites
through advanced space surveillance and defense technologies. Read more

SES Expands into Global Direct-to-Device Services through Strategic Collaboration with Elveo
Mobile

17 August 2026 — SES announced an expanded strategic investment and collaboration with Elveo
Mobile (Elveo), the new company created through the completion of the Lynk and Omnispace merger.
Elveo unites the heritage of two pioneers in direct-to-device (D2D) services and will deliver mobile
connectivity from space to mobile phones, devices and machines around the world. SES will support
Elveo in accelerating its delivery of powerful, cost-effective global D2D services. SES and Elveo will
also work together on global spectrum initiatives that will enable Elveo to unlock delivery of D2D
solutions. By partnering with Elveo, SES deepens its commitment with access to its expansive, global
space and ground infrastructure, while also supporting Elveo's go-to-market, engineering, operations
and regulatory needs. The collaboration will enable SES to enhance current services for its mobile
telecom, enterprise, and government customers around the world. SES users will benefit from multi-
orbit access to the Elveo low-Earth orbit (LEO) network in combination with SES's own GEO and MEO
networks. SES and Elveo will deliver the first truly multi-orbit integrated, cost-effective, D2D satellite
solution. Read more

Lynk and Omnispace Launch Elveo Mobile with Merger Completion

17 August 2026 — Lynk and Omnispace today announced the completion of their merger and the
introduction of Elveo Mobile, the newly combined company that delivers mobile connectivity and
elevated intelligence for a planet on the move. Elveo will bring reliable, next-generation connectivity
directly from satellites to mobile phones, devices and machines everywhere on Earth in multiple
frequency bands. Elveo unites two pioneers in direct-to-device (D2D) communications, with a
combined 20 years of heritage, globally coordinated high-priority spectrum rights in multiple bands,
patented multi-band satellite technology and deep partnerships to close the coverage gap for mobile
network operators (MNOs) worldwide. Elveo’s payload will feature advanced on-board processing
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and networking features designed to adapt, iterate and grow rapidly. Read more

Gilat Signs $14 Million Agreement to Expand Broadband Internet Access in Peru

17 August 2026 — Gilat Satellite Networks announced today that its Peruvian subsidiary, Gilat Peru,
has signed an agreement valued at $14 million with the Regional Government of Ayacucho for the
execution of a fiber-optic broadband project in southern Ayacucho under Peru’s Works for Taxes
(Obras por Impuestos — Oxl) program. Delivery is expected within 18 months. The project is expected
to benefit 273 public institutions, including 236 schools and 37 healthcare facilities, serving
approximately 20,000 residents across 109 localities. The project’s scope includes the deployment of
more than 1,060 kilometers of optical fiber, network monitoring and management systems, local area
network installations, end-user equipment, and training activities to support the adoption and
operation of the new digital infrastructure. Read more

Blue Origin Begins Global Rollout of Quartz Ground Station Network

13 August 2026 — Blue Origin's first three Quartz ground stations are installed and successfully tested
in Bermuda, New Zealand, and Australia, as part of a phased global rollout extending across nine sites
by the end of the year. Quartz is Blue Origin's ground communications network, purpose-built to
address the fragmented infrastructure, limited contact window availability, and opaque pricing
models that have long constrained space operators across every mission type. Phase one of the
Quartz ground stations feature 3.7-meter aperture antennas supporting S-band and X-band
frequencies for low Earth orbit (LEO) operations. Blue Origin's Global Network Operations Center
provides continuous oversight and incident response across all sites, resulting in a ground
communications architecture with no third-party dependencies. Quartz was designed with security in
mind and supports radiometric tracking, signal intelligence, and Space Domain Awareness capabilities
across all sites. Read more

Space42 and Leonardo DRS Sign MoU to Advance Next-Generation National Security Mission
Systems

12 August 2026 — Spaced2, the UAE-based Al-powered SpaceTech company with global reach, has
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Leonardo DRS. The agreement establishes a
framework to integrate Leonardo DRS mission systems with Space42's secure satellite connectivity to
boost sovereign national security across the United Arab Emirates. Under the MoU, Leonardo DRS
will contribute its expertise in C5ISR mission systems while Space42 will provide secure, Al-enabled
satellite communications and Beyond Line of Sight (BLOS) connectivity. Together, the companies will
explore the joint design and integration of advanced mission capabilities for the UAE. Read more

Marlink Acquires GRC to Strengthen European Government, Defence and Critical Infrastructure
Growth

11 August 2026 — Marlink, a global leader in managed services for business-critical digital solutions,
has signed a definitive agreement to acquire 100% of Global RadioData Communications Ltd (GRC), a
UK specialist in communication networks for defence and government customers. The transaction is
expected to close later in August 2026. Based in Hereford, GRC will contribute around £35 million in
revenue and 30 specialist professionals, further strengthening Marlink’s position and capabilities in
the European government and defence sector. GRC designs, integrates and supports satellite, RF,
cloud and IP networking solutions, including rapidly deployable communications and situational
awareness systems. Its work with the UK Ministry of Defence and NATO is underpinned by specialist
personnel and bespoke processes required by defence customers. Read more

SES Advances Next-generation MEO Strategy Following Completion of IRIS? Rendez-vous 1

7 August 2026 — SES today announced the successful completion of Rendez-vous 1 (RDV1) under the
Infrastructure for Resilience, Interconnectivity and Security by Satellite (IRIS?) programme, marking a
key milestone in the programme's implementation phase and reinforcing Europe’s path towards
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sovereign, resilient and secure satellite connectivity. The successful completion of RDV1 confirms the
programme's readiness to move forward with implementation and provides greater visibility on the
long-term scope, performance and economics of the MEO segment. SES's expected -capital
commitment for the MEO segment is up to €1.35 billion, reflecting current programme scope, while
maintaining the deployment of 18 MEO satellites and the targeted service entry in 2030. SES’s share
of the investment in the IRIS? programme for 2026 is included in SES’s FY26 Capex outlook as
previously communicated. No future exceptional cash proceeds will be used to fund the project. Read
more

Eutelsat to Play Central Role in Delivering Europe's IRIS? Connectivity Infrastructure

7 August 2026 — Eutelsat welcomes the successful completion of the IRIS2 programme's First Rendez-
Vous, paving the way for the full industrial execution of Europe's sovereign multi-orbit connectivity
infrastructure, offering additional capacity and enhanced technical performance relative to the initial
project. Combining an inclined orbital architecture with beamforming antennas and 5G NTN, it will
dynamically direct capacity to where demand is greatest, providing higher throughput, improved
service quality and more efficient use of network resources. Fiber-optic inter-satellite Links will
further enhance resilience, extend service availability and reduce reliance on ground infrastructure,
benefiting governments, enterprises, mobility and other mission-critical applications. The
constellation will also support a new generation of smaller, lighter and more affordable user
terminals, making high-performance satellite connectivity accessible to a broader range of customers.
Read more

Gilat Demonstrates Breakthrough Al-Based Interference Detection and Cancellation Technology for
Satellite Links

6 August 2026 — Gilat Satellite Networks Ltd., a worldwide leader in satellite networking technology,
solutions, and services, today announced the successful demonstration of a breakthrough Al-based
interference detection and cancellation technology for satellite communication links. The patent-
pending solution leverages advanced Al-based signal processing designed to run on standard Al for
edge NPU and has demonstrated exceptional performance across a wide range of non-cooperative
and non-static interference scenarios. The preliminary demonstration results showed up to a 10x
improvement in interference detection and cancellation performance compared to conventional
interference mitigation techniques, enabling the detection and cancellation of challenging
interference conditions while maintaining compatibility with modern satellite communication
systems. The results further demonstrated that the signal of interest remained virtually unaffected
after interference cancellation, with only negligible degradation in signal quality. Read more

AST SpaceMobile Accelerates Presence across Europe with Leading Mobile Network Operators

6 August 2026 — AST SpaceMobile, the company building the first and only space-based cellular
broadband network accessible directly by everyday smartphones, designed for both commercial and
government applications, today announced the expansion of activities in collaboration with leading
mobile network operators to accelerate space-based cellular broadband connectivity across Europe.
Network Integration testing activities, subject to regulatory approvals, are underway and advancing
across the United Kingdom, Ireland, Romania, France, the Czech Republic, Germany, Spain, and
Ukraine in collaboration with Vodafone, Orange, Telefdonica, Deutsche Telekom, and Vodafone Ukraine,
leveraging the European-wide gateway infrastructure being rolled out by Satellite Connect Europe.
The bespoke programs are designed to accelerate the seamless integration of AST SpaceMobile's
space-based cellular broadband service with existing terrestrial mobile networks using standard,
unmodified smartphones. Read more

Telesat Secures $2.3 Billion Arctic Military Satcom Contract, Expanding Telesat Lightspeed Network

and Capacity by 44%
4 August 2026 — Telesat LEO, one of the world’s largest and most innovative satellite operators, today
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announced that it has signed a $2.3 billion Telesat Lightspeed services contract with Canada’s
Defence Investment Agency (DIA) to deliver secure Military Ka-band (Mil-Ka) Arctic connectivity to
the Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) under the Enhanced Satellite Communications Project — Polar
(ESCP-P) program. The contract also includes two five-year option periods valued at approximately
$200 million each, bringing the total contract value to $2.7 billion. All amounts are in Canadian dollars
unless otherwise noted. The contract is for a period of 15 years of service, including the option years,
with service under the contract beginning in 2028. The expected start of Telesat Lightspeed global
service delivery remains on track for Q1 2028. Read more

Intuitive Machines Completes Acquisition of Goonhilly Earth Station and COMSAT

3 August 2026 — Intuitive Machines, Inc., a space technology, infrastructure, and services leader,
today announced it has completed its previously announced acquisition of Goonhilly Earth Station
Limited (“Goonhilly”) and completed the acquisition of COMSAT LLC, world-class deep space
communications providers with major ground station assets in the United Kingdom and the United
States. The acquisition strengthens Intuitive Machines’ space infrastructure service with a network of
ground stations, increasing visibility across major Earth viewing arcs, enhancing contact opportunities
for lunar and deep space missions, and expanding capacity on the Company’s space data network for
communications, data transport, and position, navigation, and timing (PNT). Additionally, Goonhilly’s
and COMSAT’s civil, commercial, and government customer bases complement Intuitive Machines’
existing customer base and broaden the Company’s reach into adjacent industries. Read more

SKY Perfect JSAT Expands Maintenance and Operational Support for QPS-SAR Satellites
Strengthening Operational Infrastructure to Advance Its Multi-Orbit Strategy

3 August 2026 — SKY Perfect JSAT has expanded its satellite maintenance and operations support for
the synthetic aperture radar (SAR) satellite constellation being developed by Institute for Q-shu
Pioneers of Space, Inc. (iQPS), adding five new satellites to its operational portfolio. With this
expansion, the total number of iQPS satellites maintained and operated by SKY Perfect JSAT has
increased from three to eight, further strengthening its capabilities in low Earth orbit (LEO)
constellation operations. SKY Perfect JSAT has been maintaining and operating three QPS-SAR
satellites. The company is advancing its Multi-Orbit Strategy, which integrates satellite asstes and
services across multiple orbital layers to create greater value through space infrastracture. To support
this strategy, SKY Perfect JSAT continues to expand its operational expertise and technical capabilities
across a diverse range of satellite systems and orbital environments. The expanded operation support
for the iQPS constellation further strengthens the company’s LEO constellation operation capabilites
and contributes to the continued growth of its space infrastructure business. Read more

ETL Systems Acquires Amphinicy Technologies to Expand End-to-End Satellite Ground Segment
Offering

3 August 2026 — ETL Systems today announced the acquisition of Amphinicy Technologies, a specialist
developer of software solutions for the SATCOM and Earth Observation markets. This acquisition
brings together two complementary businesses in the satellite communications sector, creating a
more comprehensive offering for an industry undergoing rapid technological change. The acquisition
positions both ETL and Amphinicy to support existing customers while investing in new applications
and emerging markets across SATCOM, EO, 5G NTN, defence, government, and other critical
communications sectors. Read more

LAUNCH / SPACE

Arianespace Successfully Launches Weather Satellite MTG-12 on Ariane 6's First Mission to
Geostationary Orbit

27 August 2026 — Arianespace successfully launched the 2nd Meteosat Third Generation Imager
satellite, MTG-I2, aboard a dedicated Ariane 62. Building on the long-standing partnership between
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the European Space Agency (ESA) and the European Organisation for the Exploitation of
Meteorological Satellites (EUMETSAT), MTG-I12 is part of Europe's next-generation geostationary
meteorological satellite system, delivering enhanced imagery for the early detection of rapidly
developing storms, weather forecasting and climate monitoring. Designated VA270, this mission
marks Ariane 6's fourth launch of the year and its first mission to geostationary transfer orbit. Read
more

Second Imaging Satellite in the Meteosat Third Generation Fleet Successfully Launched

27 August 2026 — The MTG-12 weather satellite, built by prime contractor Thales Alenia Space, was
successfully launched today by Arianespace aboard an Ariane 62 launcher from Europe’s Spaceport in
French Guiana. MTG-I2 is the second imaging satellite in the Meteosat Third Generation (MTG)
program, designed to improve weather forecasting in Europe and Africa. The MTG program is a
collaborative venture between the European Space Agency (ESA) and EUMETSAT to ensure the
continuity of high-resolution weather monitoring beyond 2040. Built by Thales Alenia Space in
cooperation with OHB, the MTG satellites will operate in geostationary orbit, 36,000 km above the
Earth, and have a nominal lifespan of 8.5 years. Read more

ESA Selects PLD Space to Develop the Next Generation of Private European Launchers

27 August 2026 — PLD Space, an international space transportation company, has been selected by
the European Space Agency (ESA) under the European Launcher Challenge (ELC), a strategic initiative
aimed at strengthening Europe’s autonomous, competitive, and resilient access to space. ESA’s
selection of PLD Space represents a significant endorsement of the company’s technology roadmap,
execution capabilities, and role within Europe’s future launch ecosystem. At a time when access to
space has become a defining factor of strategic autonomy, Europe is reshaping its launch landscape
around resilience, competitiveness, and independence. ESA’s selection of PLD Space reinforces the
company’s role as a European launch provider building the technologies and industrial capacity
required to secure reliable and sovereign access to orbit. Read more

NorthStar and Kepler Sign Agreements to Expand Space-Based Optical Sensor Network and
Accelerate Delivery of Space Domain Awareness Service

27 August 2026 — NorthStar Earth & Space Inc. and Kepler Communications today announced a
collaboration that combines NorthStar’s leading space-based Space Domain Awareness (SDA)
services and Kepler’s advanced optical data relay infrastructure to accelerate the deployment of
orbital sensing capabilities and streamline delivery of critical space intelligence to customers
worldwide. The collaboration comprises a payload hosting agreement wherein NorthStar’s optical
SDA sensors will be hosted on Kepler’s satellite infrastructure that is delivering secure, low-latency,
direct data transport from orbit to end users. Read more

Simera Sense Selected by Loft Orbital to Supply 10 Hyperspectral Imagers

26 August 2026 — Simera Sense, the leading European provider of optical payload solutions for small
satellites, has supplied 10 HyperScapel00 imagers to Loft Orbital (Loft). The procurement of the 10
HyperScapel00 imagers speaks to the growing demand for compact, reliable, and flight-proven
imaging payloads that can be integrated quickly into modern satellite platforms. With satellite
operators seeking to serve a wider range of commercial and institutional users, the reliability of the
payload and speed of its integration are becoming increasingly important to the success of any given
mission. Simera Sense’s optical payloads combine high performance, compact form factor, and small
satellite mission heritage. Read more

CGWIC Successfully Launches the GISTDA Cube Sat 1 by LM-6C Launch Vehicle

25 August 2026 — At 11:21, August 25th, 2026 BJT, Long March 6C (LM-6C) Launch Vehicle blasted off
from Taiyuan Satellite Launch Center (TSLC), successfully sending 7 satellites into the predetermined
orbit. Among the abovementioned satellites, GISTDA Cube Sat 1 is contracted by China Great Wall
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Industry Corporation (CGWIC), a subsidiary of China Aerospace Science and Technology Corporation
(CASC) as the launch services provider. GISTDA Cube Sat 1 is a satellite jointly developed through the
collaboration between GEO-Informatics and Space Technology Development Agency (GISTDA) and
Galaxy Space (Beijing) Technology Group Co., Ltd. The end-user of the satellite is GISTDA. Read more

EUMETSAT Awards Spire Global €4 Million One-Year Contract Renewal and Expansion for Satellite
Weather Data

25 August 2026 — Spire Global, a global provider of satellite data, analytics, and intelligence powered
by its own multipurpose satellite constellation, has been awarded an approximately €4 million one-
year contract renewal and expansion by EUMETSAT, Europe’s meteorological satellite agency. The
agreement builds on Spire’s previously announced approximately €3 million contract and extends the
Company’s delivery of radio occultation weather data through August 2027. Through the contract,
Spire will continue providing radio occultation (RO) data to EUMETSAT while expanding the volume of
atmospheric observations available to support operational weather forecasting. The agreement
reflects continued demand for high-quality satellite weather data used by meteorological agencies to
improve forecast accuracy and monitor changing environmental conditions. Read more

MaiaSpace Expands its Launch Ecosystem with a New Commercial Contract with RIDE!

24 August 2026 — MaiaSpace has signed a commercial contract with RIDE!, a Paris-based launch
services company providing end-to-end mission management for satellite operators and
manufacturers, strengthening its commercial ecosystem ahead of Maia's inaugural orbital flight. The
agreement enables compatible auxiliary payloads flight alongside MaiaSpace primary missions
whenever mission requirements allow. The contract marks MaiaSpace's fifth commercial contract in
the past 15 months, reflecting MaiaSpace’s continued development of its go-to-market strategy and
growing launch ecosystem. This contract with RIDE! reflects that MaiaSpace is building progressively
the ecosystem that will support the Maia launcher throughout its operational life and beyond. It has
become MaiaSpace’s fifth secured contract in the past 15 months ahead of Maia’s inaugural orbital
flight. Read more

Rocket Lab Launches 93rd Electron Mission

21 August 2026 — Rocket Lab Corporation, a global leader in launch services and space systems, today
successfully launched its Electron rocket to deploy the latest Earth-imaging satellite to space for the
Institute for Q-shu Pioneers of Space, Inc. (iQPS). ‘The Lightning God Defends’ mission launched from
Rocket Lab Launch Complex 1 in New Zealand at 1:04 a.m. NZST on August 21, 2026, and deployed
the next QPS-SAR satellite in iQPS’ synthetic aperture radar (SAR) imaging constellation to a 575km
low Earth orbit. Read more

LC60 Selects Transcelestial’s Space Optical Network for AUKUS-aligned Imaging Intelligence

20 August 2026 — LatConnect 60 (LC60) has signed a commercial contract with Transcelestial covering
an optical communications terminal for its SWIRSAT-1 mission, together with access to
Transcelestial’s optical ground station network for ongoing space-to-ground data transport and
ground station operations. The signed commercial agreement covers an optical communications
terminal designed for rates of up to 10Gbps, access to Transcelestial’s optical ground station network,
with two stations operational today and five to six targeted by end 2026 and ongoing data transport
and ground station operations. Together, these elements are intended to carry mission imagery from
the spacecraft into LC60’s processing and customer-delivery environment after the initial mission and
subsequent commissioning. Read more

Intuitive Machines Selected to Provide Spacecraft Platform and Mission Solutions for NASA's
EAGLE-VSWIR Earth Science Mission

18 August 2026 — Intuitive Machines, a leading space technology, infrastructure, and services
company, today announced that it has been selected by NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Southern
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California to provide the spacecraft platform, system-level integration, and mission solutions for
EAGLE-VSWIR, an Earth observation mission under NASA's Earth Science Division. EAGLE-VSWIR
(Explorer for Artemis Geology, Lunar, and Earth — Visible to Shortwave Infrared) will fly on the IM
300TM spacecraft bus and is targeted for launch in 2028. The mission will be equipped with a
hyperspectral visible to shortwave infrared (VSWIR) instrument designed to perform surface biology
and geology observations from Earth orbit while demonstrating technologies that could support
future lunar and Mars exploration missions. Read more

Viasat Selects Rocket Lab to Build GEO Satellite for U.S. Space Force’s Protected Tactical SATCOM-
Global Program

17 August 2026 — Viasat announced it selected Rocket Lab Corporation to build a satellite bus for the
U.S. Space Force’s (USSF) Space Systems Command (SSC) under the Protected Tactical SATCOM-Global
(PTS-G) program. On May 22, 2026, Viasat was awarded a prime contract to deliver one of the first
small, maneuverable geosynchronous Earth orbit (GEO) satellites for the PTS-G constellation. The
initial production award, known as Swarm 1, includes manufacturing, integration and test, launch,
and on-orbit checkout of the mini-GEO satellite system. PTS-G is a key part of USSF’s strategy to
deliver global, resilient, and scalable satellite communications to warfighters by leveraging
commercial designs and technology to support smaller, faster-to-produce satellites with enhanced
anti-jam capabilities. Viasat’s government space team within its Defense and Advanced Technologies
segment will lead this work to advance the PTS-G initial operating capability. Read more

Intuitive Machines Selected for Multi-Satellite Communications Infrastructure Program

17 August 2026 — Intuitive Machines, Inc. and together with its subsidiaries, a leading space
technology, infrastructure, and services company, announced it has received an authorization to
proceed from an undisclosed customer to begin work on a multi-satellite communications
infrastructure program with an anticipated value of more than $600 million. Under the agreement,
Intuitive Machines will leverage its satellite communications expertise and industry-leading IM
1300TM satellite platform to design, manufacture, integrate, and support multiple spacecraft for a
critical communications infrastructure mission. Additional program details remain confidential at the
customer's request. Read more

The Successful Launch of SEO Satellite for UAE on LM-2C

17 August 2026 — At 11:02, August 17,2026 Beijing Time, the SEO satellite was successfully launched
on LM-2C launch vehicle from Taiyuan Satellite Launch Center (TSLC). The satellite entered into the
predetermined orbit. The launch mission was a complete success. The ‘SEQ’ mission aims to develop
advanced space technologies and represents an ambitious step toward utilizing space technologies to
support sustainability and future development. The mission seeks to provide data and insights that
contribute to environmental protection, natural resource management, and enhanced planning and
decision-making efficiency. This mission is the 88th flight of the LM-2C launch vehicle and the 664th
launch of the Long March family. Read more

Intuitive Machines Selected to Provide Spacecraft Platform and Mission Solutions for NASA's
EAGLE-VSWIR Earth Science Mission

17 August 2026 — Intuitive Machines, Inc. ("Intuitive Machines," and together with its subsidiaries,
the "Company"), a leading space technology, infrastructure, and services company, today announced
that it has been selected by NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Southern California to provide the
spacecraft platform, system-level integration, and mission solutions for EAGLE-VSWIR, an Earth
observation mission under NASA's Earth Science Division. EAGLE-VSWIR (Explorer for Artemis
Geology, Lunar, and Earth — Visible to Shortwave Infrared) will fly on the IM 300TM spacecraft bus
and is targeted for launch in 2028. The mission will be equipped with a hyperspectral visible to
shortwave infrared (VSWIR) instrument designed to perform surface biology and geology
observations from Earth orbit while demonstrating technologies that could support future lunar and
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Mars exploration missions. Read more

Rocket Lab Satellite Platforms Built for MDA Space Successfully Reach Orbit, Supporting Globalstar
Direct-to-Device Communications Services

16 August 2026 — Rocket Lab Corporation announced the successful launch of eight advanced satellite
platforms the Company built for MDA Space, prime contractor for the replenishment of Globalstar’s
existing constellation, which provides direct-to-device communications services and loT applications
from orbit. The satellite platforms are the first batch in a constellation of 17 platforms Rocket Lab has
built under a $143 million deal with MDA Space. The first eight of the 17 satellites were launched on
Aug. 15 from Cape Canaveral Space Force Station at 9:12 p.m. ET. Rocket Lab has made contact with
all eight satellites and confirmed all are performing nominally and generating power on orbit.
Spacecraft commissioning has now begun to prepare the satellites to extend reliable mobile satellite
services to customers globally as part of Globalstar’s existing network. Read more

Astranis Launches Perceptor, Expanding into Space Domain Awareness and Maneuverability

13 August 2026 — Astranis announced Perceptor, a new space domain awareness and
maneuverability solution operating in GEO and other high orbits. Perceptor expands Astranis' offering
beyond connectivity into a full-stack, multi-mission space infrastructure provider. Gaps in the current
space environment will be used against the US and allies by those with ill intent. Proliferated GEO is
the missing piece in our current capabilities. Perceptor was designed for both commercial and
national security missions in GEO and other high orbits. It's built on the same MicroGEO platform
with five satellites already on orbit today, leveraging a proven approach to critical in-space
infrastructure. Read more

Firefly Aerospace Awarded Contract to Design Elytra Deorbit System for Defense Innovation Unit

13 August 2026 — Firefly Aerospace, a market leading space and defense technology company, today
announced a new contract with the Department of War’s Defense Innovation Unit and Space
Development Agency to complete a preliminary design review (PDR) for a mission providing deorbit
services with Firefly’s Elytra spacecraft. Once the PDR is complete, Firefly will be eligible to compete
for the next phase of mission execution, including launch and spacecraft operations. As part of
Firefly’s mission design, Elytra would be launched into low Earth orbit (LEO) before maneuvering to
the client space object, performing rendezvous proximity operations, surveying the client, and
completing the deorbit service. Firefly’s proprietary deorbit system integrated on Elytra can provide
satellite deorbit operations in LEO, medium Earth orbit (MEQ), or geostationary Earth orbit (GEO).
Read more

BlackSky Wins Seven-figure, Multi-year International Contract for combined Assured and On-
Demand Subscriptions

11 August 2026 — BlackSky Technology Inc. won an international seven-figure, multi-year contract for
combined Assured and On-Demand subscriptions. Following a successful initial pilot, the customer
quickly signed an expanded deal for integrated, low-latency Gen-2 and Gen-3 imagery and Al-enabled
analytics services. As part of this contract, the customer will have access to global coverage through
an On-Demand subscription, augmented by a parallel Assured subscription that will give operators
premier access to imagery and analytics within its priority regional area of operations. The customer
will incorporate Gen-3 and Gen-2 data seamlessly into their current environment through BlackSky’s
Spectra® tasking and analytics platform which enables sustained monitoring operations over multiple
locations. Read more

Rocket Lab Inks Neutron Launch Deal with Kepler Communications

10 August 2026 — Rocket Lab announced it has been selected to launch a dedicated Neutron mission
for space infrastructure company Kepler Communications Inc (Kepler). Launching from Rocket Lab
Launch Complex 3 on Wallops Island, Virginia, no earlier than 2028, Neutron will deploy multiple
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satellites to low Earth orbit, expanding Kepler’s constellation with additional optical connectivity, on-
orbit compute, and hosted payload capacity. The satellites will support a range of commercial and
government missions. While Kepler has previously relied on rideshare capacity to deploy its first 33
satellites, this Neutron launch contract is the first time they’ve booked a dedicated mission on a
commercial launch vehicle — providing Kepler with much greater control over launch schedule and
orbital parameters to meet their constellation requirements. Read more

Rocket Lab Successfully Completes 92nd Electron Mission, 8th Launch for iQPS Earth-Imaging
Constellation

6 August 2026 — Rocket Lab Corporation, a global leader in launch services and space systems, today
successfully launched its 13th Electron rocket of the year to deploy the latest satellite to space for
multi-launch customer Institute for Q-shu Pioneers of Space, Inc. (iQPS), operators of the QPS-SAR
Earth-imaging constellation. ‘The Grain Goddess Provides’ mission launched from Rocket Lab Launch
Complex 1 in New Zealand at 9:18 p.m. NZST on August 6, 2026 to deploy the QPS-SAR-13 satellite to
space for iQPS that will join its synthetic aperture radar (SAR) constellation providing near-real time
imagery across twelve different orbits. This mission was the eighth deployment of a QPS-SAR satellite
with 100% mission success by Rocket Lab as Electron continues to serve the iQPS’ constellation as its
primary launch provider. Another 10 dedicated launches are booked on Electron by iQPS to complete
their constellation before 2030, showcasing the trust and confidence they have in Rocket Lab’s
reliability and performance to deploy the iQPS constellation at scale. Read more

AST SpaceMobile Announces Successful Orbital Launch of BlueBirds 11, 12, and 13

5 August 2026 — AST SpaceMobile, the company building the first and only space-based cellular
broadband network accessible directly by everyday smartphones, designed for both commercial and
government applications, today announced the successful orbital launch of its BlueBird satellites 11,
12, and 13. The mission lifted off at 3:42 a.m. EDT on Wednesday, August 5, 2026, from Cape
Canaveral Space Force Station aboard a Falcon 9 rocket, expanding AST SpaceMobile’s growing
constellation of next-generation BlueBird satellites following the successful launch and deployment of
BlueBirds 8, 9, and 10. With BlueBirds 14, 15, and 16 preparing for the next mission and production
advancing through BlueBird satellite 42, the company continues to execute its constellation
deployment program at scale. Read more

Intuitive Machines Selected by L3Harris to Support Tracking Satellites for SDA and America’s Missile
Defense

4 August 2026 — Intuitive Machines, together with its subsidiaries, a leading space technology,
infrastructure, and services company, today announced it was selected by L3Harris Technologies to
support the development and production of spacecraft platforms for the Space Development
Agency’s Accelerated Missile Defense Tranche 3 (“AMDT3"”) mission. Intuitive Machines will design,
build, and deliver 18 advanced spacecraft platforms to enable L3Harris’ advanced missile defense
solutions for hypersonic and ballistic missile tracking. The AMDT3 mission supports the Golden Dome
for America’s space-based capabilities and will help to advance homeland defense, deterrence, and
ensure U.S. space operations remain resilient and responsive. Read more

MDA Space Awarded $474 Million to Expand the Telesat Lightspeed LEO Constellation

4 August 2026 — MDA Space will be supplying Telesat LEO ULC, a division of Telesat Corporation with
additional MDA AURORA™ next-generation broadband satellites, coinciding with the operator’s
announcement today that it is expanding the Telesat Lightspeed low Earth orbit constellation. Telesat
announced that it is expanding its LEO constellation by 69 satellites, bringing the total number of fully
funded satellites from 156 to 225. For MDA Space, this represents an increase of 27 satellites to the
previously announced 198 satellites being manufactured for the Telesat Lightspeed LEO constellation.
As a result, MDA Space has increased the total value of the contract by $474 million, which includes
the new satellites, the addition of 500 MHz of military Ka-band to Lightspeed satellites currently
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being built, replacing the same amount of commercial Ka-band spectrum, and other long-lead items.
Read more

Kreios Space Selects NanoAvionics for World’s First Air-breathing Electric Propulsion Satellite,
Bound for VLEO

3 August 2026 — Kreios Space, the VLEO satellite specialist, will be the first company in history to
launch a satellite with an air-breathing electric propulsion (ABEP) into orbit. To test its technology, the
company is using a microsatellite bus by Kongsberg NanoAvionics (NanoAvionics), a leading small
satellite manufacturer and mission integrator. Kreios Space’s ABEP aims to pave the way for future
long-duration missions in VLEO. At altitudes of 300 to 150 km, the technology will allow satellites to
deliver sharper images, higher-accuracy measurements, lower latency and better link budgets. For its
first in-orbit demonstration, Kreios Space has chosen NanoAvionics’ MP42 microsatellite bus,
weighing approximately 200 kg in its final configuration, including a yet-to-be-announced optical
payload. From its very low Earth orbit, the mission will validate the performance of its ABEP thruster,
take measurements of the environment, and capture sub-meter resolution images in the visible and
near-infrared (VNIR) spectral range. Read more

Airbus Awarded Contract for SpainSat NG-Ill Secure Communications Satellite

31 July 2026 — Airbus Defence and Space has been awarded a contract by Hisdesat to act as prime
contractor for the development and construction of SpainSat NG-Ill, Europe’s most advanced secure
communications satellite. Building on the design and implementation of its predecessors, the satellite
introduces technological enhancements, delivering greater operational agility, expanded bandwidth,
and superior protection against jamming and electronic threats. The SpainSat NG programme
represents Europe’s most advanced secure satellite communications constellation, delivering high-
capacity, encrypted command-and-control connectivity for defence and government missions. As
prime contractor, Airbus will design, integrate, and test the satellite at its facilities relying on deep
heritage from the SpainSat NG family. The programme continues to mobilize both the European and
Spanish space sectors. Read more

Rocket Lab Secures Multi-Launch Deal with iQPS for Three Dedicated Missions

30 July 2026 — Rocket Lab announced that a multi-launch deal has been signed with Institute for Q-
shu Pioneers of Space, Inc (“iQPS”) for three new dedicated launches on Electron. This contract is the
third multi-launch booking on Electron by iQPS announced in less than a year — bringing the total
number of launches booked to 18 and further solidifying Electron’s position as the world’s most
sought-after small-lift launch vehicle. These three new dedicated launches for iQPS are scheduled to
take place from Rocket Lab Launch Complex 1 from late 2027. Each mission will deploy a single QPS-
SAR satellite to a 575km low Earth orbit that will continue the build out of iQPS’ Earth-imaging
constellation using synthetic aperture radar: a technology that enables images to be created from
radio wave measurements and allows data to be collected during any time of day and under any
weather conditions. Read more

EXECUTIVE MOVES

Vantor Appoints Will Cocos to Lead U.S. Government Business

19 August 2026 — Vantor, the leader in unified spatial intelligence, announced today that Will Cocos
has been appointed Executive Vice President and General Manager of its U.S. Government business.
Cocos will lead Vantor’s work across the U.S. defense, intelligence and civil government communities,
with a focus on accelerating the delivery of mission-ready capabilities to warfighters and other
operators. Cocos has served as Vantor’s Chief Transformation Officer since 2023, helping shape the
company’s strategy and expand its spatial intelligence capabilities. Over the past year, he has helped
drive growth in Vantor’s international business, including supporting the company’s partners in
conflict zones. That work has given him firsthand insight into how rapidly evolving battlefields are
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changing customer needs and what it takes to move technology into operational use quickly. Read
more

REPORTS

6,500+ EO Satellites to Launch by 2035

20 August 2026 — More than 6,500 Earth observation (EO) satellites are expected to launch by 2035,
generating $155.9 billion in manufacturing revenues as governments expand sovereign intelligence,
surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR) capabilities, according to the latest edition of Novaspace’s
Earth Observation Satellite Systems report. The report analyzes supply and demand for EO satellites
launched over the previous decade and expected to launch through 2035, with a focus on the
evolution of satellite manufacturing and launch markets. Read more

In-Orbit Services Market to Generate $3 Billion in Revenue over the Next Decade

10 August 2026 — Novaspace’s In-Orbit Services Markets report projects that emerging in-orbit
services will generate approximately $3 billion in cumulative service revenues over the next decade,
highlighting the early development of a more flexible, resilient, and sustainable space economy.
Government and defense organizations are expected to play a pivotal role in shaping the market by
accelerating technology maturity and creating early demand. Defense agencies, in particular, are
increasingly exploring Dynamic Space Operations, with satellite refueling emerging as a strategic
capability to enhance mission agility and operational resilience. Read more

UPCOMING EVENTS
IBC 2026, September 11-14, Amsterdam, The Netherlands

World Space Business Week, September 14-17, Paris, France

World Space Business Week brings together the commercial core of the space sector, from
investment and industrial scale to connectivity and Earth Observation. The Space Defense and
Security Summit convenes senior governments and military decision makers around the role of space
in resilience and security. Taking place only minutes away from one another, the Space Defense &
Security Summit aligns seamlessly with the World Space Business Week, creating a dynamic synergy
that amplifies opportunities for all participants, speakers, and sponsors alike.

APSCC members can profit from a 30% discount on both events by using the code APSCC30.

Space Defense and Security Summit, 15-16 September, Paris, France

World Space Business Week brings together the commercial core of the space sector, from
investment and industrial scale to connectivity and Earth Observation. The Space Defense and
Security Summit convenes senior governments and military decision makers around the role of space
in resilience and security. Taking place only minutes away from one another, the Space Defense &
Security Summit aligns seamlessly with the World Space Business Week, creating a dynamic synergy
that amplifies opportunities for all participants, speakers, and sponsors alike.

APSCC members can profit from a 30% discount on both events by using the code APSCC30.

PTC’DC, 17 September 2026, Reston, Virginia, USA

PTC'DC is PTC’s mid-year conference, taking place on 17 September 2026, at the Hyatt Regency
Reston in Virginia. The event brings together government officials, regulators, private equity firms,
policy makers, senior industry leaders, and PTC members for key discussions on the future of digital
infrastructure.
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Space Summit Asia/Pacific 2026, October 13-14, Narita, Japan

APSCC 2026, November 3-5, Denpasar, Bali, Indonesia

PTC’27, 17-20 January 2027, Honolulu, Hawa‘i, USA

PTC’27 is the industry's premier event exploring the convergence of digital infrastructure,
telecommunications, and ICT. C-level executives, technologists, thought leaders, investors,
researchers, and academicians convene to share knowledge, cultivate valuable relationships, and
catalyze new business. Additionally, if available, please share the APSCC 2026 member discount
description and logo.

EDITORIALS AND INQUIRIES
News, comments, and suggestions can be sent to the editor at:

Inho Seo, Editor, APSCC Publication

Asia Pacific Space Community Council (APSCC)

T-1602, 170, Seohyeon-ro, Bundang-gu, Seongnam-si,

Gyeonggi-do, 13590, Rep. of KOREA

Tel: +82 31 783 6247 | Fax: +82 31 783 6249

E-mail: editor@apscc.or.kr  Website: www.apscc.or.kr, https://apsccsat.com/

About APSCC

APSCC is a non-profit, international organization representing all sectors of satellite and space-related industries. The aim of
the organization is to exchange views and ideas on satellite technologies, systems, policies and outer space activities in
general along with satellite communications including broadcasting for the betterment of the Asia-Pacific region.
Conferences, forums, workshops, and exhibitions are organized through regional coordination with its members in order to
promote new services and businesses via satellite as well as outer space activities. APSCC membership is open to any
government body, public or private organization, association, or corporation that is involved in satellite services, risk
management or associate fields such as data-casting, informatics, multi-media, telecommunications and other outer-space
related activities with interests in the Asia-Pacific region. More information is available at www.apscc.or.kr.
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