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The Asia‐Pacific Satellite Communications Council (APSCC) e‐Newsletter is produced on a monthly basis as part
of APSCC’s information services for members and professionals in the satellite industry. Subscribe to the APSCC
monthly newsletter and be updated with the latest satellite industry news as well as APSCC activities! To renew your
subscription, please visit www.apscc.or.kr. To unsubscribe, send an email to info@apscc.or.kr with a title “Unsubscribe.”
News in this issue has been collected from January 1 to January 31.

INSIDE APSCC
APSCC 2021 Webinar Series: LIVE Every Tuesday 9AM HK l Singapore Time
The most frequent and largest ongoing virtual conference in the Asia Pacific satellite community – the
APSCC 2021 Webinar Series incorporates industry veterans, local players, as well as new market entrants
in a single event to reach a wide-ranging audience. The APSCC 2021 Webinar Series continues to play a
vital role in supporting the industry in the Asia Pacific region and beyond with a brand-new format, a
lengthened timeline, and a potentially unlimited reach. Register now and get access to the complete APSCC
2021 Webinar Series with a single password. To register go to https://apsccsat.com.

SATELLITE BUSINESS
Tototheo Maritime to Offer Reliable Connectivity Services via SES Networks’ Managed Data Services
January 29, 2021 - Tototheo Maritime, a leading Cyprus-based maritime communications company, will be
able to enjoy the benefits of seamless, reliable data connectivity services delivered by SES Networks. The
five-year agreement between Tototheo Maritime and SES will be delivered via SES Networks’ Skala Global
Platform, the two companies announced today. Tototheo Maritime’s customers will benefit from an
efficient communication VSAT network that optimises fleet operations and cost efficiency, while enabling
crew to stay connected to their families anytime and anywhere. This step up in reliable connectivity will
enable the full potential of digital investments, drive better onshore management of vital assets, and
improve compliance systems for shipowners. SES Networks’ Skala Global Platform’s flexible bandwidth
management, advanced automatic beam switching, and sophisticated network management system will
allow crew and operators to take full advantage of connectivity-powered services that can boost
profitability, efficiency, and crew welfare.
Analytical Space Leverages Groundbreaking IDRS Technology from Addvalue and Inmarsat to
Enable New Space Data Transport Architectures
January 29, 2021 - Analytical Space, Inc. (ASI) announced today a key new partnership with Inmarsat, the
world leader in global, mobile satellite communications and Addvalue Innovation Pte Ltd, a wireless and
broadband communications technology innovator. This new collaboration will enable ASI to leverage
unique aspects of the Inmarsat and Addvalue network ecosystems, and will be an important enabler in
ASI’s rollout of its Fast Pixel Network. The Fast Pixel Network is a data transport satellite network in low
Earth orbit that ingests data from Earth observation satellites, routes that ingested data from node to node
via high speed optical intersatellite links and downlinks that data in near real time to government and
commercial consumers. This partnership with Inmarsat and Addvalue will open additional
communications pathways between the Fast Pixel Network’s Earth observation constellation customers
based in low Earth orbit and Inmarsat’s communication satellite network in geostationary orbit - without
the need for those constellation operators to change their existing hardware architectures. Additionally,
Analytical Space’s Fast Pixel Network satellites will benefit from the “always-on” telemetry, tracking, and
control (TT&C) capabilities delivered by Addvalue’s proprietary Intersatellite Data Relay System (IDRS)
technology. This capability will ensure that Analytical Space’s constellation is always poised to serve
customers with TT&C data relay.
MDA Extends Satellite Operations Capability through Contract Award by Canadian Space Agency
January 29, 2021 - MDA today announced that it has been awarded a contract by the Canadian Space
Agency (CSA) to provide satellite flight operations and data management services for the Agency's Earth
observation and space situational awareness satellite missions. MDA will provide spacecraft health
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monitoring and control, operational analysis, basic system maintenance, data order handling, image
quality control and data processing and archiving for the RADARSAT Constellation Mission (RCM), SCISAT
and NEOSSat from the CSA's Multi-Mission Control Centre in Longueuil, Quebec. MDA has partnered with
two leading Canadian space firms – Calian Advanced Technologies and Mission Control Space Services – to
deliver this service. The total estimated contract price is valued at CAD$36.6M excluding taxes and covers
a three-year period, with an option to renew the contract for up to two additional years.
Comtech Awarded $11.4 Million Delivery Order for Satellite Earth Station Equipment
January 28, 2021 - Comtech EF Data Corp. has been awarded an $11.4 million delivery order in support of
a previously announced $58.8 million indefinite delivery/indefinite quantity (IDIQ) contract from the U.S.
Naval Information Warfare Systems Command. Funded orders received to-date under this IDIQ contract
now total $42.1 million. The delivery order specified Comtech EF Data’s SLM-5650B Satellite Modems and
firmware upgrades. The SLM-5650B Satellite Modem is Comtech EF Data’s latest generation modem
product targeted for critical commercial backhaul, government and military applications. The SLM-5650B
leverages the heritage and feature set of the SLM-5650A modem. The SLM-5650B supports backwards
compatibility/interoperability for existing SLM-5650A networks while providing enhanced performance
and an expanded feature set. The commercially available modems will support satellite communications
and interoperability across the Navy’s platforms and shore sites.
ASECNA, NIGCOMSAT, Thales Alenia Space to Accelerate SBAS Development for Aviation in Africa
January 28, 2021 - The Agency for Air Navigation Safety in Africa and Madagascar, ASECNA, the Nigerian
Communications Satellite Ltd, NIGCOMSAT and Thales Alenia Space, joint venture between Thales (67 %)
and Leonardo (33 %) joint efforts to accelerate SBAS development for aviation in Africa. Following the
broadcast of a SBAS (Satellite-Based Augmentation System) signal over Africa & Indian Ocean (AFI) region
since September 2020, providing the first SBAS open service in this part of the world via NIGCOMSAT-1R
Satellite, the 3 partners have successfully conducted on 27 January 2021 a series of 5 flight demos at Lomé
International Airport. The goal was to show in real configuration the efficiency of the technology
developed in the frame of the early open service as part of the «SBAS for Africa & Indian Ocean»
programme which pursues the autonomous provision over the continent of SBAS services, to augment the
performances of the satellite navigation constellations GPS and Galileo.
ColinaNet and SES Networks to Offer Enhanced Internet and Wi‐Fi Services via Satellite across Peru
January 27, 2021 - In a move to greatly improve and scale connectivity services to its oil, gas, and mining
customers throughout Peru, local telecom services provider ColinaNet will leverage SES Networks’
Managed Enterprise Services to support a broad range of advanced network applications, SES announced
today. ColinaNet is pioneering SES Networks’ turnkey managed network solution in Peru to offer highthroughput satellite services that are reliable, affordable, and cloud-ready. This software-based virtual
network operator (sVNO) solution is built on SES Networks’ Skala Global Platform, which enables
ColinaNet with a suite of network and service management tools to provision, monitor, and troubleshoot
services. Additionally, ColinaNet can access a managed pool of high-powered, dedicated capacity over the
SES-14 satellite and regional SES teleport operations to provide a broad range of tailored customer
services ranging from corporate voice over internet protocol (VoIP) and Internet protocol private branch
exchange (IP-PBX) to high-speed Internet and cloud access.
Tidewater Aaccelerates Digitalisation Strategy with Fleet Xpress
January 27, 2021 - Inmarsat has secured a fleet-wide agreement with offshore support vessel major
Tidewater to advance its digitalisation strategy by upgrading the majority of its active fleet to Fleet Xpress.
Inmarsat has developed a product roadmap of advanced vessel technology efficiencies solutions and
enhanced and reliable communications for crews, which bring competitive advantages for Tidewater.
Tidewater was one of the largest users of Inmarsat’s legacy iFusion service, which was scheduled for
network shutdown on December 31, 2020. Tidewater and Inmarsat created a joint project team and
comprehensive plan to fast track vessel installations and upgrades to deliver the project in six months,
with a scope of 60 active vessels, across 15 countries and involving a team of 75 from the combined
organisations. The project was highly complex due to its scope and number of vessels, managing activities
through the middle of a pandemic and requiring expert precision to achieve installations and upgrades on
time and plan. All 60 vessels in the project were successfully transitioned before year-end and vessels
experienced no disruptions during the iFusion shutdown events. In January, Tidewater will have 56 active
vessels with Fleet Xpress providing new capabilities for their vessels, crews and customers.
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SCC Strengthens its Presence in Asia‐Pacific – Introduces SSC Space Thailand
January 27, 2021 - Swedish Space Corporation (SSC) announced the formation of SSC Space Thailand, a
subsidiary targeted at the Asian-Pacific market, further expanding the company’s presence in the region.
The announcement marks further investment in the Asian-Pacific region, adding to SSC’s already strong
presence in Australia and Thailand, including ground station facilities in both countries. The new
subsidiary will offer SSC's market-leading services, ranging from launch services to ground station
networks and engineering services. With new offices being installed in the Space Krenovation Park, part of
the EEC Digital Park in Chonburi province, SSC becomes the first international space company to invest in
Thailand’s Eastern Economic Corridor. The investment is yet another important step forward for the
company that recently announced ambitious plans for new launch capabilities in Europe. From its space
center Esrange, in northern Sweden, SSC is aiming to launch small satellites into orbit by the end of 2022.
Liquid Telecom Renews and Expands Capacity Agreements on Eutelsat’s EUTELSAT 7B Satellite
January 26, 2021 - Liquid telecom, Africa’s leading telecoms group, has renewed and expanded its Ku band
capacity agreements on Eutelsat Communications’ EUTELSAT 7B satellite. Under this multi-year, multi
transponder agreement, Liquid Telecom will further leverage the unparalleled coverage of Sub-Saharan
Africa of the 7° East orbital position to extend its VSAT services. This will provide customers with fast and
reliable internet access, even in the most remote corners of the region.
HISPASAT and Gilat Renew and Expand Contract to Offer Cellular Backhaul Services in United States
January 26, 2021 - HISPASAT has signed a multi-year and multi-transponder agreement with Gilat Satellite
Networks, to renew and expand the contracted satellite capacity to extend the mobile networks in the
United States using Amazonas 2 and 3 satellites located in the 61º West orbital position. As part of this
agreement HISPASAT will connect hundreds of base stations of Gilat’s strategic customers, including
several mobile operators. HISPASAT, the Spanish satellite telecommunications operator, has signed a multiyear and multi-transponder agreement with Gilat Satellite Networks, to renew and expand the contracted
satellite capacity to extend the mobile networks in the United States using Amazonas 2 and 3 satellites
located in the 61º West orbital position. As part of this agreement HISPASAT will connect hundreds of base
stations of Gilat’s strategic customers, including several mobile operators.
Inmarsat to Provide Connectivity for UK’s First Zero Carbon Regional Air Transport Network
January 25, 2021 - Inmarsat today announced its participation in a ground-breaking new initiative funded
by the UK Government to develop the country’s first automated, zero carbon regional air transportation
network. Project HEART (Hydrogen Electric and Automated Regional Transportation) will develop
hydrogen powered, automated and remote piloting solutions for small aircraft carrying between 9 and 19
passengers, travelling ‘short hops’ of fewer than 500 nautical miles. In addition to its environmental
credentials, the convenient zero-carbon travel option aims to enable scalability and lead to reductions in
operating costs, door-to-door travel times and ticket prices. Project HEART offers an affordable alternative
that address these deficiencies with next generation technology and a ‘system-of-systems’ approach,
bringing together a network of experts to re-develop the entire aviation ecosystem. As part of this
approach, Inmarsat will help to power a hybrid connectivity solution that seamlessly combines its satellite
communications with terrestrial networks, enabling remote ‘digital’ co-piloting and journey critical
communication in the cockpit. This allows the human pilot and the digital co-pilot functions, designed by
Blue Bear Systems Research, to work together effectively and operations to be managed remotely. The
technology will be evaluated on Britten-Norman aircraft.
Speedcast Announces Confirmation of Plan of Reorganization
January 25, 2021 - Speedcast International Limited announced that the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the
Southern District of Texas has confirmed Speedcast International Limited and certain of its affiliates’ Plan
of Reorganization. The confirmation definitively clears the path for the Company to successfully complete
the Chapter 11 process after receiving final regulatory approvals and satisfying customary closing
conditions, which is expected by the end of the first quarter of 2021. The Company is poised to emerge
with a significantly strengthened balance sheet and the support of Centerbridge Partners, L.P. and its
affiliates as its new owner. Joe Spytek will take on the role of Speedcast’s Chief Executive Officer, leading
the company upon emergence under the new Centerbridge ownership. Spytek has served as Speedcast’s
President and Chief Commercial Officer for the last year after being tapped to join the organization to help
implement its turnaround.
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Gilat’s Proven ESA Technology Successfully Demonstrated over Inmarsat’s Global Xpress
January 21, 2021 - Gilat Satellite Networks has announced the successful test of its Electronically Steered
Antenna (ESA) over Inmarsat’s Global Xpress (GX) network. Gilat’s open-architecture proven ESA has been
integrated with Inmarsat’s G-MODMAN solution. For the first time, a live demonstration of an ESA terminal
was performed on an Inmarsat operational GX satellite. The successful test was performed on Inmarsat-5
F1 satellite at 62.6 degrees East. Gilat’s self-pointing antenna logged-on automatically to the GX network,
supporting bi-directional real-time communication in both fixed and dynamic antenna positioning modes.
Beam steering under the changing elevation and skew angles was done while managing the power spectral
density (PSD) threshold, in order to minimize interference with neighboring satellites, in accordance to
regulations.
SCC and Airbus Defence and Space Netherlands to Collaborate in Optical Communication
January 20, 2021 - Swedish Space Corporation (SSC) and Airbus Defence and Space Netherlands (Airbus
DS NL) have signed a memorandum of understanding for collaborative activities regarding ground
equipment for space-to-ground optical communication. The agreement will accelerate the development of
commercially viable optical ground stations that will be offered by Airbus DS NL and used by SSC in
delivering ground network services. One of the collaborative activities in developing this capability
includes optical communication tests against the CubeLCT optical terminal on the Photo Images Cross
Laser (PIXL-1) Mission, organised in close co-operation with project partner TESAT. PIXL-1 will be
launched the 22nd of January. Optical communication between ground stations and satellites in orbit
enables broadband connectivity via space, providing a secure and efficient solution for the fast-growing
worldwide demand for data.
India & UK Space Companies Sign Memorandum of Understanding
January 19, 2020 - In an official online ceremony this week, Methera Global Communications Ltd, the UK
based MEO satellite constellation start-up, and Telecommunication Consultants India Ltd, a Government of
India enterprise specialising in ground segment installation and integration exchanged their signed MOU.
This strategic relationship ceremony was officiated and assisted by key representatives of the UK
government’s Department for International Trade. The two organisations shall be working together on a
variety of complex and significant projects in India, Asia and Africa over the coming months and years
utilising Methera’s upcoming constellation of MEO satellites as well as existing satellite and terrestrial
infrastructure. The Methera broadband system will deliver multi-Gbps wholesale Internet connectivity to
targeted underserved and emerging regions of the World. Providing the highest density coverage of
current and planned satellite systems, Methera can light up entire regions with much needed high speed
Internet connections, aiding governments and telecom service providers to build sustainable, regional and
national economic growth that will positively change lives and directly reduce the digital divide around the
globe.
AXESS Awards Gilat Contract to Expand Cellular Coverage for Two Key Mobile Operators in Mexico
January 19, 2021 - Gilat Satellite Networks has announced that AXESS awards Gilat multi-million dollars
for cellular backhaul (CBH) projects in Mexico, to power network expansion for two of the key Mobile
Network Operators (MNOs) in Mexico. Gilat’s cellular backhaul solution over satellite enables connectivity
for hundreds of sites, in the first phase, to support bridging the digital divide throughout Mexico. Gilat’s
multi-application, scalable SkyEdge II-c platform is being leveraged by AXESS to broaden and expand its
service. In addition to CBH projects, AXESS has been providing service to an assortment of industries
including: Oil & Gas, Retail, Mining as well as for Corporate and Internet Connectivity.
Inmarsat and Deutsche Telekom Celebrate 250th Activation of EAN Inflight Broadband
January 19, 2021 - The European Aviation Network (EAN), Europe’s fastest inflight Wi-Fi service, can now
be accessed by passengers on more than 250 aircraft across the continent, highlighting its accelerated
rollout since entering commercial service. The award-winning connectivity solution has been available to
over 20 million passengers to date, travelling on more than 200,000 flights throughout Europe, covering
key destinations such as London, Madrid, Barcelona, Geneva and Rome. It is currently available with
British Airways, Iberia and Vueling, which are all part of International Airlines Group (IAG). EAN has been
developed by Inmarsat, the world leader in global, mobile satellite communications, and Deutsche
Telekom, in partnership with leading European companies such as Thales, Nokia, Airbus, Cobham and
Eclipse Technics. It marks a paradigm shift in the airline passenger experience, with incomparable speeds,
uninterrupted coverage and significantly lower latency than any other inflight Wi-Fi network in the
continent.
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Arklow Shipping Chooses Satcom Global Aura VSAT for New Build Vessel Communications
January 18, 2021 - Arklow Shipping, the Ireland headquartered ship owner and charterer, has contracted
communications solutions provider, Satcom Global, to install Aura VSAT across seventeen new build
vessels which will begin delivery in 2021. The new vessels will be activated on a range of Aura service
packages, all with Committed Information Rate for guaranteed service quality, and companion options to
suit their different sailing patterns. Ten new C-Class vessels will benefit from unlimited Ku-band
connectivity with 4G back-up to complement their short sea shipping requirements and operations close
to shore. The additional Seven 6,500-ton vessels will have Iridium Certus activated onboard as a highspeed back-up to the primary VSAT connection. Satcom Global is providing Intellian v85NX Ku-band
systems to deliver the Aura VSAT service to Arklow vessels, boasting the most efficient and high
performing RF gain over any other sub 1m antenna on the market. Iridium Certus will be supported by the
new feature-rich Intellian C700 terminal.
Eutelsat’s konnect to Provide Connectivity Services to the Post Office Network in Côte d’Ivoire
January 18, 2021 - Eutelsat Communications’ konnect has signed a framework agreement with its
distribution partner InterSat to provide connectivity services to the Post Office in Côte d’Ivoire. The multiyear agreement will enable the connection of circa 170 post offices throughout the country. Furthermore,
all 170 post offices will be equipped with konnect Wifi hotspots in white zones, enabling the Post Office to
offer broadband solutions to its local customers. In the future, its scope could be expanded to 3,000 parcelpoints (‘Point Relais’) throughout the country. Leveraging the recently operational EUTELSAT KONNECT
high-throughput satellite, the roll-out of the service will start in January 2021 over a six-month period.
SSi Canada Partners with SES Networks to Deliver New Satellite Capacity into Northern Canada
January 18, 2021 - Vital new satellite capacity will be delivered to Canada’s north, including all 25
communities of Nunavut, following a partnership signed between SSi Canada, the developer-operator of
QINIQ broadband and SSi Mobile services in Nunavut, and SES Networks, the leader in global content
connectivity solutions. This partnership comes at a critical time for Nunavut, with the COVID-19 crisis
having led to an unprecedented need for reliable internet and mobile communications services as
Nunavummiut move increasingly to study, work, and shop online and at home. With growing demand for
QINIQ broadband and SSi Mobile services, all 25 communities in Nunavut – and elsewhere in Northern
Canada – will benefit from SSi Canada’s multi-year agreement with SES Networks. Under the new
agreement announced today, SSi Canada will secure a significant increase in its satellite capacity,
enhancing SSi’s ability to better serve consumers, students, government entities and businesses in
Nunavut today and into the future. The new SES-SSi satellite footprint covers much more than Nunavut,
enabling connectivity improvements across Canada.
OneWeb Secures Investment from Softbank and Hughes Network Systems
January, 15, 2021 - OneWeb, jointly owned by the UK Government and Bharti Global, has secured
additional funding from SoftBank Group Corp. (“SoftBank”) and Hughes Network Systems LLC (“Hughes”),
bringing OneWeb’s total funding to $1.4 billion. The capital raised to date positions the Company to be
fully funded for its first-generation satellite fleet, totaling 648 satellites, by the end of 2022. OneWeb’s
mission is to deliver broadband connectivity worldwide to bridge the global Digital Divide by offering
everyone, everywhere access including to the Internet of Things (IoT) future and a pathway to 5G.
OneWeb’s LEO satellite system includes a network of global gateway stations and a range of user terminals
for different customer markets capable of delivering affordable, fast, high-bandwidth and low-latency
communications services. In December 2020, OneWeb launched 36 new satellites, built at its Airbus Joint
Venture assembly plant in Florida, USA, bringing the Company’s total fleet to 110 satellites, all fullyfunctioning and benefitting from International Telecommunication Union spectrum priority.
FrontM Signs up as New Inmarsat Fleet Connect Dedicated Bandwidth Application Provider
January 14, 2021 - FrontM and Inmarsat have signed an agreement for FrontM to join the fast-growing
group of certified application providers to offer a dedicated application for Inmarsat’s Fleet Connect
service. This collaboration will enable FrontM to use Fleet Connect over Fleet Xpress to deliver their
maritime video streaming based collaboration and workflow automation applications to vessels. Fleet
Connect is a dedicated bandwidth service that provides connectivity independent of the ship owners’
primary bandwidth, allowing Application Providers to have an always-on, or on-demand, two-way
communication channel to the vessel. With the help of Fleet Connect, FrontM can now offer their
Collaboration and Workflow Automation Platform, a cloud and edge (offline) enabled, mobile, desktop and
web solution, designed to digitalise maritime business operations and processes, whilst humanising
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employee experiences. The collaboration capabilities include video conferencing, VoIP and team
messaging, which are highly optimised for satellite connectivity and are designed to enable dedicated
bandwidth connection. This collaboration enables ship owners and operators to undertake real-time
telemedicine and video conferencing troubleshoot mission critical issues, and access e-learning for
improved crew welfare.
OneWeb Reduces Constellation Plans from 47,884 to 6,372 Satellites
January 13, 2021 - OneWeb has streamlined its constellation and has reduced its request for US market
access from 47,884 to 6,372 satellites. Together with the satellites for which it is already licensed by the
FCC, the total constellation size will be roughly 7,000, down from the 48,000 or so proposed last year. This
solidification of OneWeb’s constellation demonstrates the commitment and vision of OneWeb’s new
owners, the UK Government and Bharti Global who are dedicated to deploying a cost effective, responsible,
and groundbreaking satellite network to deliver global broadband. OneWeb remains focused on launching
its first-generation system of 648 satellites and is on track to start regional commercial services within a
year. Today’s streamlining activities highlight OneWeb’s plan for global connectivity services and for future
generations and possibilities for the network.
EIB Supports Eutelsat for the Procurement and Launch of the KONNECT VHTS Satellite
January 13, 2021 - The European Investment Bank (EIB) and Eutelsat announced a €200 million financing
agreement at the European Space Conference today. This eight-year loan will back investments related to
the procurement and launch of the KONNECT VHTS satellite for the provision of advanced broadband
services in Europe and neighbouring areas. KONNECT VHTS is an advanced satellite providing
unprecedented upload and download speed capacity for both fixed and mobile broadband services. With a
weight of 6.3 tonnes and a Ka-band capacity of 500 Gbps, this next generation satellite will carry the most
powerful on-board digital processor ever put into orbit, offering capacity, allocation flexibility, optimal
spectrum use, and progressive ground network deployment. It will deliver cost-effective, competitive
broadband connectivity allowing notably the provision of ubiquitous and affordable very high-speed fixed
broadband access to European households, businesses and public administrations in remote areas that
remain beyond the reach of terrestrial infrastructure.
Marlink Group Enters into a Definitive Agreement to Acquire ITC Global
January 13, 2021 - Marlink Group, backed by Apax Partners (France), has signed a definitive agreement to
acquire 100% of ITC Global, the leading provider of satellite communications solutions, from Panasonic.
Upon completion of the acquisition, ITC Global will become a cornerstone of the Marlink Group,
supporting the expansion of Marlink’s global leadership in the energy and enterprise markets. ITC Global
brings an unparalleled expertise in managed, high-value, high-performance satellite network solutions to
the fast-growing Marlink Group. The company’s strong reputation in the Energy, Enterprise and Maritime
Passenger markets will enable the Group to further expand its leadership position in these highly
demanding market segments. In addition, the Marlink Group will leverage the complementarity of ITC
Global to diversify and strengthen its commercial operations in the US, UK and Australia further
geographically. Most importantly, their respective customers will benefit greatly from the combined
Group’s enhanced capabilities and strength as a sustainable leading provider for their business-critical
remote connectivity solutions. The acquisition will provide the Marlink Group with synergistic platforms
to offer best-in-class managed satcoms services and further develop its industry-leading Smart Network
Solutions for its customers.
SES’s O3b Constellation to Provide Connectivity Services to Two Islands in Tokelau and Kiribati
January 12, 2021 - Southern Cross Cables Limited (SCCL) will leverage SES Networks’ satellite-enabled
connectivity services to vastly improve communications between Nukunonu of Tokelau, Kiritimati Island
of Kiribati and the rest of the world as it upgrades the undersea Southern Cross cable network, SES
announced today. The Southern Cross cable network, in use since 2000, is a key internet gateway for the
Pacific region. SCCL is laying a new cable, Southern Cross NEXT, to augment and ultimately replace the
existing Southern Cross cable network. This is part of SCCL’s plan to provide enhanced network resilience
and connectivity services to meet fast-growing market demand for internet connectivity in the Pacific
region. SES’s O3b constellation of medium earth orbit (MEO) satellites will be used to connect remote
stations on the incoming Southern Cross NEXT cable network during its commissioning phase. The
satellite services provided will ensure that the undersea cable network gets a connectivity boost right
away, even as work to upgrade the existing Southern Cross systems and implement Southern Cross NEXT
are taking place. SES Networks will provide a managed O3b network service to the remote stations, using
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a rapidly-deployed satellite terminal that delivers fibre-like performance with a low latency of less than
150ms round trip.
Viasat and SKY Brasil Partner to Expand Satellite Internet Service across Brazil
January 12, 2021 - Viasat and SKY Brasil (SKY) announced today a partnership to increase the availability
of fast, reliable satellite internet across Brazil. Through this agreement, SKY will sell, install and provide
on-site technical service for Viasat's high-speed internet service. Viasat gains a strong Brazilian
distribution partner with proven local expertise, and will help train SKY's vast network of distributors,
resellers and installers on its internet service offerings. In October 2020, Viasat became the first satellite
Internet Service Provider (ISP) to offer high-speed broadband connectivity across 100% of Brazil. Viasat's
residential internet service for Brazil uses Telebras' SGDC-1 satellite bandwidth to provide satellite
broadband service. The Viasat/SKY association is in line with Viasat's goal to offer connectivity options to
all Brazilians. This partnership provides Viasat a strategic, local partner and channel to reach a broader set
of potential subscribers who can benefit from its competitively-priced satellite internet service plans. With
the launch of the Viasat 30Mega plan in October 2020, Viasat is recognized as offering the best satellite
internet service in the Brazilian market, allowing customers to enjoy faster access to daily online activities
such as social networks, video streaming content, videoconference services, remote work, and distance
education.
Globe Awards Gilat Managed Service Contract for Expansion of Cellular Backhaul Project
January 11, 2021 - Gilat Satellite Networks announced that Globe Telecom, a leading full-service
telecommunications company in the Philippines, had awarded Gilat a multi-million US dollar managed
service contract for significant project expansion for cellular backhaul over satellite. Gilat’s robust end-toend solution will enable Globe to meet its goal of providing high-quality service throughout the Philippines.
Globe, the largest mobile network operator in the Philippines, chose Gilat’s solution to expand its’
nationwide coverage, as the demand for connectivity rapidly grows. Gilat’s cellular backhaul over satellite
brings a quick solution compared to long and tedious efforts of laying out fiber, particularly in areas with
challenging terrain. Gilat, with its managed service expertise and technological advantage of its SkyEdge
II-c platform for 2G, 3G, 4G and 5G, will provide Globe with a complete solution to provide its customers
with the most resilient service. Gilat’s solution provides Globe with flexibility, to seamlessly and quickly
relocate VSATs between sites.
Azercosmos and SatADSL to Provide Internet Services across Central Asia
January 11, 2021 - Azercosmos, operator of the Azerspace-1 & Azerspace-2 satellites together with
Belgian satellite service provider SatADSL, are pleased to announce a new partnership agreement. Under
the new agreement, SatADSL, thanks to its Cloud-based Service Delivery Platform (C-SDP), will provide
accessible and reliable internet access using the Central Asian beam of the Azerspace-1 satellite. SatADSL's
ready-to-use internet packages offering will be made easily accessible to its Central Asian customers
through Azerspace-1, but also to all the 14 teleports already connected to the C-SDP around the globe.
SatADSL now provides satellite connectivity across five continents, including Central & South America,
Europe, the Middle East, Africa and Central Asia. SatADSL’s platform has been deployed in over 45
countries.
ThinKom Completes Over‐the‐Air Tests with K/Q‐band Phased‐array Multi‐beam Antenna on
Protected Comms Satellite
January 11, 2021 - ThinKom Solutions recently completed successful over-the-air tests of a pair of 17-inch
active diameter K/Q-band phased-array antennas communicating through an Advanced Extremely High
Frequency (AEHF) satellite. The tests verified that the antenna, based on ThinKom’s patented Variable
Inclination Continuous Transverse Stub (VICTS) architecture, meets or exceeds all performance metrics
for operating effectively with the frequency-hopping waveform of the AEHF protected communications
satellite network. A broad range of uplink and downlink communication plans and modes were tested on
an operational K/Q-band satellite, exercising full 1 GHz and 2GHz “hopped” bandwidths. The VICTS
antennas successfully acquired, tracked, logged on and joined downlink and uplink services in all cases at
elevation angles from 24 to 73 degrees. The conformal flat-panel VICTS phased-array antennas can be
cavity mounted on a variety of aero, naval and land-mobile platforms, according to Milroy. The
constellation of six AEHF satellites provides secure, survivable, jam-resistant and near-worldwide satellite
communications for U.S. sea, ground and air assets.
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Hughes Launches Wi‐Fi Hotspots in Chile in Partnership with Facebook Connectivity
January 8, 2021 - Hughes Network Systems, LLC (HUGHES), the global leader in broadband satellite
networks and services, today announced the launch of Hughes Express Wi-Fi in Chile. Already available in
more than 1,500 small towns and communities in Brazil, Colombia, Mexico and Perú, each Hughes Express
Wi-Fi hotspot is powered by satellite connectivity from Hughes and Facebook Connectivity’s Express Wi-Fi
platform. Merchants that participate bring much-needed, affordable Internet to their customers while
generating increased foot traffic and a new stream of revenue. Each Hughes Express Wi-Fi hotspot
includes a compact and easy-to-install VSAT (Very Small Aperture Terminal) for satellite Internet and WiFi equipment that uses the Express Wi-Fi platform from Facebook Connectivity, which helps service
providers build, operate, grow, and monetize their Wi-Fi business in a sustainable and scalable way.
Hughes and its customers have deployed over 42,000 satellite-enabled Community Wi-Fi hotspots in
Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Indonesia, Mexico, Peru and Russia, bringing the benefits of Internet access to
more than 25 million people around the world. With a Community Wi-Fi hotspot, any user can access the
Internet with a Wi-Fi capable handheld or laptop, either on a prepaid or government subsidized (USO)
basis, depending on the service model. The solution can be readily deployed virtually anywhere within the
satellite footprint, including areas unserved or underserved by wireline or wireless infrastructure.
Yxney Maritime Signs up as New Inmarsat Fleet Data Application Provider
January 7, 2021 - Norwegian-based scale-up Yxney Maritime and Inmarsat have signed an agreement for
Yxney Maritime to join the fast-growing group of certified application providers to provide a dedicated
application for Inmarsat’s Fleet Data service. Fleet Data collects data from onboard sensors, pre-processes
that data, and uploads it to a central cloud-based database, equipped with a dashboard and an Application
Process Interface (API). Yxney Maritime has developed the Maress software, a solution for data-driven
decarbonisation that allows fuel and emission data to be used for making better decisions on how to
increase efficiency and to reduce a ship’s carbon footprint. For vessel owners, it is a powerful way to
capitalise on real-time operational data. Yxney will use the Fleet Data API integration to provide their
clients, including a number of leading offshore vessel operators, with a robust and simple way to connect
live-data from their vessels to Maress. The new partnership makes it even easier for ship owners, offshore
vessel operators and energy companies to join the network of industry leaders using Maress to foster a
collaborative approach towards a sustainable maritime industry.
Delta Selects Viasat's In‐flight Connectivity
January 5, 2021 - Viasat today announced Delta Air Lines selected Viasat's Ka-band satellite in-flight
connectivity (IFC) solution for more than 300 mainline narrow-body aircraft, including both new delivery
and retrofits on A321ceo, 737-900ER and select 757-200 aircraft. Delta expects to bring the Viasat
technology onboard these aircraft starting summer 2021, with Delta having the option to add additional
fleets. Delta will be upgrading its current IFC system to Viasat's more advanced Ka-band satellite-powered
technology to provide all customers with enhanced and reliable in-flight internet capabilities – including
faster, more consistent connections and an ability to stream all types of entertainment and popular overthe-top content – to any internet-ready device, gate-to-gate. The Viasat/Delta relationship will lay the
groundwork toward a true full, fast and free in-flight internet experience as well as future enhancements
and personalization on customer seatback screens. Delta's aircraft will be outfitted with Viasat's latest Kaband IFC system, and will be compatible with Viasat's complete fleet of satellites, including Viasat's firstgeneration spacecraft and partner satellites; its second-generation spacecraft ViaSat-2, and the
forthcoming ViaSat-3 class of satellites, which are expected to offer global coverage with nearly eight times
more capacity than Viasat's current fleet – which means even more enhanced connectivity and streaming
services to keep up with expected increases in demand.
Intellian’s Large VSAT Products Gain Approval from ANATEL
January 5, 2021 - Intellian announced that it has received approval for its v240MT 2, v240M 2, v240M and
v150NX antennas from the Brazilian National Telecommunications Agency, ANATEL. These powerful, highthroughput antennas are widely used in the energy industry, so this approval opens the door for Brazil’s
extensive oil and gas market to adopt Intellian’s leading antenna technology. According to Brazilian
Regulations (Federal Law 9472/97), telecommunications products to be sold and used in Brazil must have
a Certificate of Conformity issued by a Designated Certification Body (OCD), indicating that they comply
with Brazilian regulatory requirements. This certificate must also be approved by ANATEL. Intellian’s
innovative v240MT 2 antenna combines C, Ku and Ka band communications on a single reflector to enable
auto-switching between all three bands, together with both GEO and MEO satellite tracking. The v240M 2
and v240M do the same for the C and Ku bands, while the v150NX antenna works across multiple orbits
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and can be easily converted between operation on the Ku and Ka bands. This flexibility to change band and
orbit places the choice of operator firmly with the customer and ensures that the antennas are ready for
the development of future, non-geostationary (NGSO) networks. Approval for the antennas extends to
include a range of BUC options, to allow customers to tailor their antennas’ output power and hence their
uplink bandwidth.
Kratos Receives Contract for Next Generation Satellite Program
January 4, 2021 - Kratos Defense & Security Solutions announced today that its Microwave Electronic
Products Division (KMED) has recently received a development contract award related to a new planned
next generation satellite program. KMED is a leading provider of microwave products, subsystems and
components for missile, radar, missile defense, guided munitions, space and satellite communications and
other communications systems and programs. Work under this new contract and program award will be
performed at secure Kratos facilities in Israel. Due to customer related, competitive and other
considerations, no additional information will be provided related to this new opportunity.
Inmarsat Marks 5‐years of Global Xpress with Plans for Major Extension of World‐leading Network
January 4, 2020 - Inmarsat today marks the fifth anniversary of its Global Xpress (GX) network entering
service worldwide. GX is, and remains, the world’s first and only globally available, high-speed broadband
network, owned and managed by a single operator. It is already driving the digital transformation of major
industries across the world, enhancing fundamentally the way maritime, aviation, government and
humanitarian users, among others, work. Delivered through a geostationary satellite constellation, with
each satellite offering coverage of one third of the planet, Inmarsat announced that the GX network had
achieved global coverage on 4 January 2016. Over the ensuing five years, redundancy and additional
capacity to support high-demand growth regions have been added in the form of GX4 and GX5. The latter
of which began commercial service on 10 December 2020 over Europe and the Middle East. GX serves
organisations and governments around the world and today it is regarded as the gold standard for global,
mobile broadband connectivity. Operating in the Ka-band, Global Xpress also integrates seamlessly with
Inmarsat’s L-band network to deliver powerful and exceptionally reliable connectivity anytime, anywhere.
ViaLite Welcomes New Distributors for South Asia and the Middle East
January 4, 2020 - ViaLite has announced partnerships with two new distributors; expanding the RF over
fiber manufacturer’s reseller network further in Southern Asia and the Middle East. Adding ViaLite’s
expansive product ranges to their line cards are VigVen Tech Mark Pvt Ltd in India and Focus Telecom Ltd
in Israel. VigVen sales and supports Electronic Test Instruments, Software and RF products to the
Aerospace, Defense, Electronics Manufacturing and Education markets. With an ever-increasing number of
satellites being launched by the Indian Government’s Department of Space, the new partnership between
ViaLite and VigVen puts the businesses in a unique position to support the Government of India with its
space program. Focus Telecom meanwhile supplies timing and synchronization solutions enabling reliable
networks and systems in Israel. The company’s solutions are used for public communications, networks,
cellular and landline, by leading Israeli companies, the military and security agencies.

BROADCAST
USSI Global Offers 5G Mitigation Services for Independent Broadcasters and Government Agencies
January 26, 2021 - USSI Global, a turnkey provider of customized network, broadcast and digital signage
systems and services worldwide, is managing the transition of major broadcast networks, cable networks,
broadcast station groups, and satellite networks as they clear part of the C-Band to make room for 5G
services. However, the company is also making its C-Band Mitigation Interference service, which was
launched last year, available to smaller organizations that rely on satellite networks for content
contribution and distribution. With the upcoming C-Band Transition, the FCC is clearing the lower
300MHz of the C-Band. Entities that rely on satellite networks for content contribution and distribution
will be reassigned to the remaining 200MHz of the C-Band by 2025, though some areas of the country will
be required to transition by early December. Organizations that fail to transition by the FCC’s deadline will
no longer be able to receive content via C-Band.
Eutelsat’s HOTBIRD Neighborhood to Launch ESR 24/7 Esports Network (ESR) in Europe
January 25, 2021 - Eutelsat Communications’ flagship 13° East HOTBIRD position has been selected by
ESRevolution, Inc. for the European launch of its ground-breaking video gaming channel, ESR. In an
exclusive agreement, ESR, already the leading premium quality video gaming channel in the US, will make
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its content available in Europe for the first time in 24/7 HD linear format from February 2021, leveraging
the unparalleled coverage of EUTELSAT HOTBIRD, with its reach of over 135 million TV households.
Commenting on the agreement, Philippe Oliva, Eutelsat’s Chief Commercial Officer said: “We are excited to
welcome ESR on HOTBIRD. Its groundbreaking format attracts a new generation of younger audiences and
illustrates that linear distribution via satellite is attractive for these new channel genres to multiply and
diversify their distribution.” Wendy Wang, CEO of ESR added: “We are delighted to partner with Eutelsat to
deliver our content to the millions of gamers and fans in Europe in 24/7 linear format. The global video
gaming market continues to grow at a rapid rate, and we look forward to developing our offer and growing
our European audience in the years to come.”
New Turkish and Kyrgyz Channels Broadcast over Azerspace‐1
January 18, 2021 - New Turkish and Kyrgyz channels have been added to the list of television channels
streaming via Azerspace-1. Azercosmos signed agreements with Kyrgyzian Ayan TV and Super TV
channels on their commercial broadcasting over the Azerspace-1 satellite. Ayan TV and Super TV channels
are being broadcasted in the Central Asian countries via the Azerspace-1 starting from January 18. These
channels broadcast daily political, social, economic, and cultural programs of Kyrgyzstan in Russian and
Kyrgyz languages. Having a broad audience in Europe, Turkey's Euro 90 TV channel has started airing
through the European beam of Azerspace-1. Euro 90 TV transmits the news on health, entertainment, and
politics from Europe and around the world in Turkish and English.

LAUNCH / SPACE
Thales Alenia Space to Provide the Study for European Space Agency’s Cis‐Lunar Transfer Vehicle
January 29, 2020 - Thales Alenia Space has signed a contract with European Space Agency (ESA), worth €
4,5 Million, for the study of Cis-Lunar Transfer Vehicle (CLTV), a transportation logistic space vehicle to be
used for a variety of missions: from the logistic resupply of Lunar Gateway pressurized modules, to the
transportation of space infrastructure in low Earth orbit, and the potential use in future missions in
support of the European Large Logistic Lander (EL3). Thales Alenia Space is one of the prime contractors
for the entire study phase (A/B1 project stage), cooperating with OHB as main partner and with ALTEC
(Aerospace Logistics Technology Engineering), a joint subsidiary of Thales Alenia Space and ASI, for the
ground segment operations. The study aims to provide ESA a complete logistic service vehicle, usable in
different space exploration destinations, from the low Earth orbit to the Cislunar and Lunar environment.
CLTV is designed to be compatible and to communicate seamlessly with other modules that Thales Alenia
Space is developing for NASA, ESA and the Italian Space Agency (ASI), such as European Large Logistic
Lander, International Habitat (IHAB), European System Providing Refueling, Infrastructure and
Telecommunications (ESPRIT), the Human Landing System (HLS) and the future Lunar ground
infrastructures.
Blue Canyon Technologies Provides Microsats for NASA Pioneers Missions
January 27, 2021 - Blue Canyon Technologies (BCT) today announced it is providing the microsatellites for
NASA’s Pioneers Aspera and Pandora missions – small-scale astrophysics missions. BCT will build a
Mercury-class microsat to support the Aspera mission from the University of Arizona, which will examine
hot gas in the space between galaxies, otherwise known as the intergalactic medium. While the
intergalactic medium is a major component of the universe, it remains poorly measured, which Aspera
aims to address. BCT also provided a Venus-class Microsat – part of the X-SAT product line to support
Pandora, a mission from Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory and the Goddard Space Flight Center.
This small satellite will study 20 stars and their 39 exoplanets in visible and infrared light, with the
mission to disentangle the signals from stars and planetary atmospheres. Understanding how starlight
changes can affect measurements of exoplanets is an outstanding problem in the search for habitable
planets beyond the solar system.
Rocket Lab Demonstrates New Orbital Maneuvering Capability with Most Complex Kick Stage
Mission Yet
January 27, 2021 - Rocket Lab demonstrated the increased maneuvering capability of the Kick Stage
during the company’s 18th Electron launch, successfully burning the Curie engine for more than twice the
standard mission duration and delivering more than 1,700 km of perigee change. Rocket Lab successfully
launched a communications satellite for European space technology company, OHB Group, deploying the
50 kg class GMS-T satellite to a 1,200 km circular orbit - around 700 km higher than most Electron
missions to date. It’s an orbit increasingly in demand for a growing number of constellations, but the
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unique altitude isn’t a common target orbit for most rideshare missions, leaving satellites facing a long
delay to find a ride going to their preferred orbit. Electron eliminates the wait time by delivering a
dedicated service to orbit on a timeline that meets our customers’ diverse needs. After separating from
Electron’s second stage into an elliptical transfer orbit, the Kick Stage’s 3D printed Curie engine performed
two separate burns; one to raise OHB Group’s satellite to a 1,200 km circular orbit, and a second burn to
lower the Kick Stage’s perigee after payload deployment, speeding up the de-orbit process to avoid the
Kick Stage becoming long-term orbital debris. Across the two maneuvers, Curie completed more than 267
seconds of total burn time and delivered 1,722 km of perigee change, ascending 982 km and descending
740 km. The complex maneuvers saw Curie burn for more than twice the standard Kick Stage mission
profile to low Earth orbit. The extended burn time was made possible thanks to the adaptable design of
the Kick Stage which enabled engineers to double the standard number of propellant tanks from four to
eight, delivering more on-orbit performance.
Virgin Orbit to Launch First Satellite for Dutch Ministry of Defense
January 25, 2021 - Virgin Orbit announced today that it has been selected by the Dutch space engineering
company Innovative Solutions in Space (ISIS) to launch the Royal Netherlands Air Force’s (RNLAF) first
ever satellite, a 6U CubeSat called BRIK-II. Designed and integrated by ISIS, BRIK-II will serve as a testbed
for various communications experiments and demonstrate how nanosatellites can provide a meaningful
contribution to military operations. The mission represents a significant step forward for the Dutch
Ministry of Defense’s efforts to develop their first space capabilities, with a particular emphasis on
responsive launch. Currently scheduled to launch in 2021, BRIK-II will fly as a rideshare payload on an
upcoming LauncherOne mission. Virgin Orbit is also working via their subsidiary, VOX Space, to add
payloads to this mission from the U.S. Department of Defense’s (DOD) Space Test Program. With the U.S.
government as a co-passenger, the mission represents an exciting opportunity for the Netherlands and the
U.S. to jointly explore, develop and benefit from the next generation of space capabilities. As part of the
Netherlands’ broader plan to pursue a responsive space capability, RNLAF, Virgin Orbit and ISIS will
pursue a demonstration of “late-load” integration, mating the payload to the rocket shortly prior to launch.
This exercise will prove critical in pioneering the payload processing capabilities required to execute
responsive launch. Following this exercise, Virgin Orbit and RNLAF will analyze the results and document
them in a future whitepaper to be shared with other allied partners. Virgin Orbit will conduct this mission
from Mojave Air and Space Port in California.
Spaceflight Inc. Successfully Deploys 16 Payloads on SpaceX Transporter‐1 Mission
January 25, 2021 - Spaceflight Inc. successfully launched and deployed 16 payloads, including 15 from its
next-generation orbital transfer vehicle (OTV), Sherpa-FX1, aboard the SpaceX Transporter-1 mission.
Dubbed SXRS-3 by Spaceflight, the mission launched January 24 from Space Launch Complex 40 at Cape
Canaveral Space Force Station. It delivered Spaceflight’s Sherpa-FX1 to Sun Synchronous Low Earth Orbit
(525 km alt), where it deployed payloads for more than 10 organizations. Spaceflight managed the end-toend launch experience for 10 cubesats, four microsats and two hosted payloads. Customers onboard the
launch represented both commercial and government entities from four countries, and included
organizations such as HawkEye 360, iQPS, Astrocast, Celestis, and the University of South Florida Institute
of Applied Engineering.
D‐Orbit’s ION Satellite Carrier Rides SpaceX’s Falcon 9 to Orbit
January 24, 2021 - D-Orbit, the first space logistics company on the market, launched another ION Satellite
Carrier atop a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket from the Space Launch Complex 40 (SLC-40) at Cape Canaveral
Space Force Station (CCSFS), Florida. On the same day, 1 hour 18 minutes and 50 seconds after liftoff the
vehicle was successfully deployed into a polar orbit. The spacecraft, named ION SCV Laurentius, is an
upgraded and enhanced version of the vehicle launched in the fall of 2020, which precisely deployed
twelve satellites in orbit. ION Satellite Carrier is a space cargo designed to accommodate several satellites,
transport them into space, and release them precisely into independent orbits and orbital slots. ION’s
unique integrated capabilities also enable the spacecraft to perform in-orbit demonstration (IOD) services
for third-party hosted payloads. During the mission, named PULSE, the vehicle will deploy 20 satellites
including 8 SuperDove satellites from Earth imaging company Planet Labs, and it will then perform the inorbit demonstration of several payloads including an optical instrument from EICAS Automazione and one
from Instituto de Astrofísica de Canarias (IAC).
Exolaunch Delivers 30 Small Satellites into Orbit on SpaceX’s First Dedicated Rideshare Launch
January 24, 2021 - Exolaunch has announced a successful launch of 30 commercial, space agency, and
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university satellites for its customers from Europe and the U.S. on the first dedicated rideshare mission of
SpaceX’s SmallSat Rideshare Program. The mission, named “Zeitgeist,” lifted off on January 24 at 15:00
UTC on Falcon 9 “Transporter-1,” completing one of the largest and most diverse rideshare missions for
Exolaunch. Zeitgeist kicked-off the first of several rideshares Exolaunch will manifest on Falcon 9 as part of
a multi-launch agreement with SpaceX. On this mission, Exolaunch provided deployment, mission
management and integration services to the German Aerospace Center (DLR), Dresden Technical
University, ICEYE, NanoAvionics and other commercial companies for IoT, Earth observation and scientific
applications.
ESA Books Two Payload Missions on Airbus Bartolomeo Platform
January 21, 2021 - The European Space Agency (ESA) and Airbus have agreed on service orders for two
independent payload missions to be launched to the Bartolomeo payload hosting facility on the
International Space Station (ISS) in 2022 and 2024, respectively. The first payload mission is ESA’s
Exobiology Platform (EXPO). This facility carries a set of radiation experiments aimed at better
understanding the evolution of organic molecules and organisms in the space. Placed in a Zenith-facing
slot, the facility will connect two scientific modules to Bartolomeo. These modules will host everything
needed for the experiments, including the scientific sample containers, fluidics systems and sensors
related to the individual experiments called Exocube, IceCold and OREOcube. At the end of the three-year
mission, the samples will be returned to Earth for detailed investigation and analysis. The second payload
is the Euro Material Ageing experiment platform (SESAME), developed by the French Space Agency (CNES).
This mission will study the ageing behaviour of new materials in space and will also make use of
Bartolomeo’s payload return option. After a year of exposure in space, the experiments will be returned to
Earth, allowing scientists to thoroughly investigate the samples and fully understand the effects of the
space environment on the materials. These service orders, amounting to € 6.5 million, are the first under a
new framework agreement which ESA and Airbus have put in place, pre-defining the overall commercial
conditions for ESA payload missions on Bartolomeo. Bartolomeo is an Airbus investment into the ISS
infrastructure, enabling hosting of up to twelve external payloads in the space environment, providing
unique opportunities for in-orbit demonstration and verification missions. It is operated in a partnership
between Airbus, ESA, NASA and the ISS National Laboratory.
OHB Successfully Launched a Fast‐Track Telecommunication Satellite
January 20, 2021 - OHB Cosmos International successfully launched the telecommunication satellite GMST on board an Electron launcher. The satellite took off from Rocket Lab Launch Complex 1 on New
Zealand’s Māhia Peninsula at 7.26 a.m. (UCT) on January 20th. The launch was performed only seven
months after starting engineering activities for the satellite. GMS-T is the first prototype spacecraft for a
planned new multi-hundred telecommunication satellite constellation in LEO using microwave broadband
radio communication links. Besides testing the new technology radio payload and spacecraft platform, this
first satellite will also bring into use the ITU (International Telecommunication Union) registered
frequencies. OHB Cosmos is responsible for all planned test sequences and the operation of the satellite
for the whole operational lifetime until entry into the automatic deorbiting phase. Furthermore OHB
Cosmos engineered and integrated the telecommunications payload, which was only possible in time due
to the performance and reactivity of its main suppliers MDA, Arralis and IQ Wireless.
Gilmour Space Begins Main Engine Tests ahead of its First Commercial Eris Rocket Launch in 2022
January 20, 2021 - Australian rocket company, Gilmour Space Technologies, has ushered in the New Year
with a successful hotfire of the world’s largest single-port hybrid rocket engine. A leading space company
in Australia, Gilmour Space continues to demonstrate key sovereign space and industry capabilities as it
prepares to launch its first commercial payloads from Australian companies Space Machines Company and
Fireball International. Gilmour Space Technologies is a world leading hybrid rocket company based in
Queensland, Australia, that is developing a new breed of lower-cost, reliable and dedicated rockets that
will launch small satellites into low earth orbits from 2022.
ArianeGroup and CNES Sign Agreement on Prometheus Testing
January 19, 2021 - Following the visit to the ArianeGroup site in Vernon by President of the French
Republic Emmanuel Macron, Minister of the Economy and Finance Bruno Le Maire, and Minister for
Overseas France Sébastien Lecornu, ArianeGroup CEO André-Hubert Roussel and CNES President JeanYves Le Gall signed an agreement preparatory to the testing of the new Prometheus rocket engine at the
Vernon site in Normandy. Initiated by CNES and ArianeGroup in 2015, Prometheus is a very low cost
reusable rocket engine demonstrator, the objective of which is to be ten times less expensive than the

APSCC Monthly e‐Newsletter

12

February 2021

current Ariane 5 Vulcain 2 engine. Prometheus is meant to equip the launchers of the future, which will
succeed Ariane 6 and Vega-C. The agreement signed on January 12th aims to consolidate the development
of Prometheus, in particular by conducting testing at the Vernon site commencing in 2021. It is funded
through the space component of the France Relance recovery plan, which also includes specific funding for
Ariane 6 and a dedicated investment allocated to capacity-building at the ArianeGroup site in Vernon.
CNES has been appointed operator of this component on behalf of the French Government. The
Prometheus engine is at the heart of the European strategy to prepare future launchers. It is intended to
equip the Themis reusable stage demonstrator, and then the new family of European launchers which will
succeed Ariane 6 and Vega-C. In 2016, Prometheus became a European project within the framework of
the Future Launcher Preparatory Program (FLPP) within the European Space Agency (ESA). Eight
countries are participating in this project: Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, The Netherlands,
Sweden and Switzerland. ESA recently awarded the contract for the initial development phase of Themis
to ArianeGroup, building on ArianeWorks, the Innovation accelerator created by CNES and ArianeGroup
SmartSatCRC Leads Ground‐breaking South Australian Space Mission
January 19, 2021 - South Australia is embarking on a bold mission with industry, lead by SmartSat, to
design and build a satellite to deliver space-derived services to the state. The South Australian
Government’s SASAT1 Space Services Mission will send the locally manufactured 6U small satellite to low
Earth orbit and employ an Internet of Things (IoT) data collection service along with a hyperspectral
electro-optical payload for Earth observation. The IoT and Earth observation data will improve the
delivery of state services with candidate applications in emergency services, environment and mining. Set
to accelerate the state’s space economy, the SASAT1 Space Services Mission will also strengthen the
competitiveness of South Australian businesses in the small-satellite supply chain and pave the way for
external investment and future growth in Australia and abroad. SmartSat will lead the mission and
application prototyping, with Adelaide-based satellite manufacturing company Inovor Technologies
designing and building the satellite and South Australian space company Myriota contracted for IoT space
services.
Myriota Joins Ground‐breaking South Australian Space Services Mission
January 20, 2021 - Myriota, the world leader in secure, low-cost and long battery life satellite connectivity
for the Internet of Things (IoT), has announced its involvement in the SASAT1 Space Services Mission to
deliver space services to South Australia. The ground-breaking $6.5 million project was today announced
by Premier Steven Marshall, and marks a new partnership between the South Australian state government
and industry. Myriota will provide IoT space services for the new small satellite, which – once deployed –
will support the improvement of state emergency, environment, water monitoring and bushfire mitigation
services. Research consortium SmartSat CRC will lead the mission and application prototyping, with
satellite manufacturing company Inovor Technologies designing and building the satellite. Once launched
into low Earth orbit, the satellite will support data collection from ground based sensors plus Earth
observation imaging via a hyperspectral electro-optical payload. Myriota’s IoT connectivity will support
the collection of data about multiple weather events, including rainfall and bushfires – both of which have
been impacted by climate change in recent years.
Satellogic and SpaceX Announce Multiple Launch Agreement
January 19, 2021 - Satellogic today announced a Multiple Launch Services Agreement (MLA) with SpaceX.
Through the agreement, SpaceX becomes Satellogic’s preferred vendor for rideshare missions. The first
launch, scheduled for June 2021, will deliver Satellogic satellites to Low Earth Orbit on a Falcon 9 rocket.
Today’s agreement with SpaceX will enable Satellogic to maintain and extend their position as the global
leader in high-resolution, high-frequency geospatial analytics. Satellogic expects to complete the initial
buildout of their Earth Observation Constellation by the end of 2022. At that point the company will have
the capacity to deliver weekly, high-resolution coverage of the entire landmass of the planet. Through a
series of rideshare launches over the next two years and beyond, the company will be moving from weekly
to daily world remaps by 2025 with more than 300 microsatellites in orbit. Both Satellogic and SpaceX
have a vertically integrated approach. Satellogic builds their own spacecraft, manages an entire
constellation, and performs data analyses, creating efficiencies that drive down the cost of geospatial
analytics at an order of magnitude far beyond that of their competitors. Similarly, SpaceX’s ownership over
the entire development process for their rockets has enabled new advances in launch technology. Falcon
9's reusability allows SpaceX to refly the most expensive parts of the rocket, driving down the cost of space
access. This partnership puts Satellogic in a unique position to capitalize on SpaceX’s competitive
rideshare program and frequent launch schedule. By securing SpaceX as their preferred partner for
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rideshare missions, Satellogic will be able to accelerate the time between satellite development and
deployment. This accelerated timeline will allow Satellogic to continue to rapidly expand their in-orbit
capacity, while also increasing revisit capabilities to monitor the planet on a high-frequency basis, serving
customers at the right price.
NanoAvionics’ Built Satellite for Aurora Insight to Fly on SpaceX’s Transporter 1 Mission
January 19, 2021 - NanoAvionics, a leading nanosatellite bus manufacturer and mission integrator, has
announced that the first of two nanosatellites, built and integrated for US radio frequency spectrum and
wireless data provider Aurora Insight, will be part of SpaceX’s “Transporter 1” rideshare launch onboard a
Falcon 9. NanoAvionics’ contract with Aurora includes building and integrating the two nanosatellites,
“Bravo” and “Charlie” as well as providing launch and operation services. Both 6U nanosatellites are based
on NanoAvionics’ standard M6P bus in a higher performance configuration, providing greater technical
performance capabilities for Aurora’s radio frequency spectrum mission. The launch of the second satellite
will take place during the first quarter of 2021.
Virgin Orbit Aces Second Launch Demo and Deploys NASA Payloads
January 17, 2021 - Virgin Orbit confirmed that its LauncherOne rocket reached space during the
company’s second launch demonstration, successfully deploying 10 payloads for NASA’s Launch Services
Program (LSP). Virgin Orbit’s novel launch system uses a technique called air launch, in which a rocket is
launched from under the wing of a jet aircraft, rather than from a traditional launch pad on the ground. In
addition to improving the payload capacity of the rocket, this technique allows the LauncherOne system to
be the world’s most flexible and responsive launch service – flying on short notice and from a wide variety
of locations to access any orbit. For today’s picture-perfect mission, Virgin Orbit’s carrier aircraft, a
customized 747-400 dubbed Cosmic Girl, took off from Mojave Air and Space Port at approximately 10:50
A.M. and flew out to a launch site over the Pacific Ocean, about 50 miles south of the Channel Islands. After
a smooth release from the aircraft, the two-stage rocket ignited and powered itself to orbit. At the
conclusion of the flight, the LauncherOne rocket deployed 10 CubeSats into the team’s precise target orbit,
marking a major step forward for Virgin Orbit in its quest to bust down the barriers preventing affordable
and responsive access to space. With this successful demonstration in the books, Virgin Orbit will officially
transition into commercial service for its next mission. Virgin Orbit has subsequent launches booked by
customers ranging from the U.S. Space Force and the U.K.’s Royal Air Force to commercial customers like
Swarm Technologies, Italy’s SITAEL, and Denmark’s GomSpace.
Lockheed Martin‐built Orion Spacecraft is ready for its Moon Mission
January 14, 2021 - NASA's Orion spacecraft is ready for its mission to the Moon. Lockheed Martin has
completed assembly and testing of the Orion Artemis I spacecraft and has transferred possession to
NASA's Exploration Ground Systems (EGS) team today. Assembled at Kennedy Space Center, the EGS team
will then perform final preparations on the spacecraft for its mission to the Moon later this year. rion is
NASA's new human-rated exploration-class spaceship that will take astronauts into deep space including
the Moon and Mars. Lockheed Martin is the prime contractor for NASA and built the crew module, crew
module adaptor and launch abort system. The European Space Agency provides the European Service
Module for Orion. The Artemis I mission will be the first launch of the Orion spacecraft aboard NASA's
Space Launch System rocket. Over the course of three weeks, the uncrewed Orion capsule will fly out and
orbit the Moon and return to Earth. This test mission will validate the spacecraft, rocket and ground
systems for future crewed missions.
Blue Origin Successful Demonstrates New Shepard Crew Capsule Upgrades
January 14, 2021 - Blue Origin has successfully completed its 14th mission to space and back today for the
New Shepard program. Mission NS-14 featured a crew capsule outfitted with astronaut experience
upgrades for upcoming flights with passengers onboard. Also today during ascent, the booster rotated at
2-3 degrees per second. This is done to give future passengers a 360-degree view of space during the flight.
This flight continued to prove the robustness and stability of the New Shepard system and the BE-3PM
liquid hydrogen/liquid oxygen engine.
NASA and Government of Japan Formalize Gateway Partnership for Artemis Program
January 14, 2021 - NASA and the Government of Japan have finalized an agreement for the lunar Gateway,
an orbiting outpost that commercial and international partners will build together. This agreement
strengthens the broad effort by the United States to engage international partners in sustainable lunar
exploration as part of the Artemis program and to demonstrate the technologies needed for human
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missions to Mars. Under this agreement, Japan will provide several capabilities for the Gateway’s
International Habitation module (I-Hab), which will provide the heart of Gateway life support capabilities
and additional space where crew will live, work, and conduct research during Artemis missions. The Japan
Aerospace Exploration Agency’s (JAXA) planned contributions include I-Hab’s environmental control and
life support system, batteries, thermal control, and imagery components, which will be integrated into the
module by the European Space Agency (ESA) prior to launch. These capabilities are critical for sustained
Gateway operations during crewed and uncrewed time periods.
Momentus Selects Redwire to Develop Robotics Systems for Reusable In‐Space Transportation
Vehicle
January 14, 2021 - Redwire has been selected by Momentus, a commercial space company offering inspace infrastructure services, to develop robotics systems for their next generation Vigoride in-space
transportation vehicle. The multi-phase contract will include a system architecture study and delivery of a
flight-qualified robotics system that will operate on a flight demonstration in 2022. The agreement builds
on the Memorandum of Understanding between Redwire and Momentus that was announced in
September 2020. The development of robotics systems for the Vigoride vehicle will build on Redwire’s USbased robotics expertise that is currently supporting a broad range of mission operations, including
industry-leading programs for in-space assembly of satellites and robotics for human-rated spacecraft.
MethaneSAT Picks SpaceX as Launch Provider for Mission to Protect Earth’s Climate
January 13, 2021 - The nonprofit MethaneSAT announced today that it has signed a contract with SpaceX
to deliver its new satellite into orbit aboard a Falcon 9 rocket. Now under construction after completing an
intensive design process, the MethaneSAT instrument is on schedule for a launch window that opens
October 1, 2022. MethaneSAT is the newest in a growing wave of methane satellites. It is designed to fill a
critical gap between existing missions by providing higher sensitivity and better spatial resolution than
global mapping instruments like TROPOMI, combined with a much wider field of view than point-source
systems like GHGSat. MethaneSAT plans to stream its data online at no charge for non-commercial users.
Intuitive Machines Selects SpaceX Falcon 9 Rocket for Second Moon Mission
January 13, 2021 - There are currently five awarded Commercial Lunar Payload Services (CLPS) missions
to the lunar surface in the next three years. Intuitive Machines (IM) has two of the missions and both will
be launched by SpaceX. NASA awarded IM the company’s second payload delivery contract award under
NASA’s Commercial Lunar Payload Services (CLPS) initiative, October 16, 2020. IM has packaged the CLPS
payload with two other high profile NASA technology payloads into IM-2 Polar Mission. IM-2 Polar Mission
will launch on a Falcon 9 rocket no earlier than 2022. Intuitive Machines is a provider and supplier of
space products and services that enable sustained robotic and human exploration to the Moon, Mars and
beyond.
Boeing to Provide Six More Solar Arrays for International Space Station
January 11, 2021 - Boeing will support the International Space Station’s (ISS) growing research
capabilities and commercial opportunities with new solar arrays to increase the orbiting laboratory’s
power supply. The modification to Boeing’s ISS sustainment contract with NASA calls for Boeing to deliver
six additional solar arrays to NASA for installation beginning in 2021. The new 63-foot-by-20-foot (19meter-by-6-meter) arrays will together produce more than 120 kilowatts of electricity from the sun’s
energy, enough to power more than 40 average U.S. homes. Combined with the eight original, larger arrays,
this advanced hardware will provide a 20 to 30 percent increase in power, helping to maximize the
station’s capabilities for years to come. The arrays will provide ISS with electricity to sustain its systems
and equipment, plus augment the electricity available to continue a wide variety of public and private
experiments and research in the station’s unique microgravity environment.
Thales Alenia Space and its Partners to Lead Horizon 2020 Project Dedicated to On‐Orbit Servicing
January 11, 2020 - After leading over the last five years several R&D activities for the Strategic Research
Cluster (SRC) on Space Robotics Technologies set up by the European Union within Horizon 2020, Thales
Alenia Space and its Partners have been awarded by the European Commission a preparation project
(phase A/B1) for in-orbit demonstration dedicated to In-Orbit Servicing space vehicles. An in-orbit
demonstration is expected by 2026. This new project, called EROSS+, for European Robotic Orbital
Support Services, will be led under Thales Alenia Space’s responsibility. The consortium includes: Thales
Alenia Space in France that will supervise the Overall System, contributing to the Guidance, Navigation and
Control functions for this new type of mission, while Thales Alenia Space in Italy will handle the Mission
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design, the German Space Agency (DLR) the Robotics aspects, GMV (Spain) the Robotics Autonomy
Systems, PIAP Space (Poland) Gripping Mechanisms and SINTEF (Norway) the Software Architecture.
Similar to the first two phases of the SRC, the PERASPERA consortium of Space Agencies in Europe
(Germany, France, Italy, Spain, Poland, United Kingdom and the European Space Agency) will be
contributing to the technical review of the EROSS+ project, in support to the European Commission
services.
Airbus Signs Multi‐satellite Contract with Intelsat for OneSat Flexible Satellites
January 8, 2021 - Airbus has signed a contract with Intelsat to build two OneSat satellites operating in
multiple frequency bands for Intelsat’s next-generation software-defined network. The contract was
signed on 31 December 2020. The satellites will be based on Airbus’ OneSat product line, the latest
generation of fully flexible, in orbit reconfigurable, Software Defined Satellites (SDS). OneSat is designed to
deliver the optimal balance between performance, flexibility and competitive cost per bit, while
maintaining Airbus’ unrivalled product reliability. Airbus will deliver an end-to-end fully integrated
solution, including design and manufacture of the satellites. The highly capable ground segment software
components, when fully integrated into Intelsat’s next-generation software defined network ecosystem
and advanced digital suite will allow dynamic operation of end-to-end satellite resources. The two next
generation SD satellites will be delivered in 2023.
Rocket Lab’s First Mission of 2021 to Launch Communications Satellite for OHB Group
January 5, 2021 - Rocket Lab announced its first Electron launch of the new year will be a dedicated
mission for European space technology company OHB Group. This dedicated mission, named ‘Another One
Leaves the Crust,’ is scheduled for lift-off during a 10-day launch window opening on January 16th
NZT/UTC. Encapsulated inside Electron’s fairing will be a single communication microsatellite that will
enable specific frequencies to support future services from orbit. The launch will be Rocket Lab’s 18th
Electron mission and was procured for OHB Group through OHB Cosmos International Launch Service
GmbH, the launch service division of OHB Group. OHB Cosmos is responsible for launching the spacecraft
built by the Group's satellite manufacturers based in Germany, Sweden, and Czech Republic. The mission
will launch from Rocket Lab Launch Complex 1 on New Zealand’s Māhia Peninsula to an initial elliptical
orbit, then Electron’s Kick Stage will perform a series of burns with its relightable Curie engine to raise
apogee and act as a space tug to deliver the OHB Cosmos’ payload to its precise orbital destination.
Following payload deployment, the Kick Stage will perform a de-orbit burn to lower its perigee where it
will experience greater atmospheric drag, enabling it to re-enter and burn up faster to avoid becoming
space junk. Rocket Lab will not be attempting to recover Electron’s first stage for this mission.

EXECUTIVE MOVES
Viasat Appoints Industry Veteran, Leandro Gaunszer, to Lead Brazilian Operations
January 28, 2021 - Viasat Inc. announced the appointment of Leandro Gaunszer as managing director of
Viasat Brazil. Based in São Paulo, Gaunszer will lead Viasat's strategic expansion in the country, helping to
connect the unserved and underserved populations to high-speed, reliable connectivity services. Viasat
has been operating in Brazil since 2018. With access to the SGDC-1 satellite through its partnership with
Telebras, Viasat has been able to help connect thousands of government sites and millions of students
under the Brazilian e-government initiative known as Governo Eletrônico – Serviço de Atendimento ao
Cidadão (GESAC); bring broadband access to enterprise and residential markets; deliver high-speed inflight connectivity to commercial and business aircraft; and offer Community Internet hotspot services to
communities across Brazil that lack high-quality, affordable internet services. In October 2020, Viasat
became the first satellite Internet Service Provider (ISP) to offer high-speed broadband connectivity
across 100% of Brazil.
MDA Appoints Amer Khouri as New Vice‐President of Satellite Systems
January 27, 2021 - MDA has appointed Amer Khouri as the company’s new Vice President of Satellite
Systems. As the leader for this business, Mr. Khouri will be responsible for all business area activities
including successful execution of existing programs and the continued growth of MDA’s Satellite Systems
business, which is based in Montreal, Canada. Mr. Khouri has an extensive 25-year career in general
management, corporate and business development, strategy, product management and marketing. He is a
proven leader with a strong track record building and transforming global organizations, developing and
implementing winning growth strategies, and executing and integrating acquisitions and business
ventures. Mr. Khouri joins MDA from Northrop Grumman where he has worked since 2007. He most
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recently held the position of Vice President, Commercial Satellites and managed P&L, daily operations and
new business development. From 2000 to 2006, Mr. Khouri was at Intelsat, the world’s largest fixed
satellite services company where he held several senior positions culminating as Senior Vice President,
Strategy, Business Development & Global Marketing. During that period, Mr. Khouri was instrumental in
shaping Intelsat’s strategy and led the company's worldwide corporate development and marketing efforts.
Globalstar Announces Jim Mandala as Vice President of Commerical IoT Sales
January 24, 2021 - Globalstar today announced a series of senior leadership and organizational changes to
drive growth within the Commercial IoT sector. Amongst these changes, Globalstar has appointed Jim
Mandala to the role of Vice President of Commercial IoT Sales with global responsibilities. Mandala has
been with Globalstar for 15 years, and previously held the Vice President General Manager title overseeing
sales in Canada and Europe, in addition to restructuring business operations in Africa. In his new role,
Mandala will lead the partnership and sales efforts driving Globalstar’s Commercial IoT business, which is
expected to drive the growth of the satellite business’s revenue going forward. Prior to joining Globalstar,
Mr. Mandala spent two years with Samsung Electronics as Director of Sales, where he was responsible for
national and regional sales. Prior to this, he served as Director of Operations for Handspring Canada and
Director of Sales and Marketing for Epson Canada Ltd. With appointment of Mandala to this new role, Vice
President of Emerging Technologies, Chris Gray will join Jim’s team to focus on continued IoT business
development, sales and maintaining Globalstar’s existing value-added reseller base (VAR).
Momentus Names Dawn Harms Interim CEO
January 25, 2021 - Momentus announced its Board of Directors has appointed Dawn Harms, the
Company’s Chief Revenue Officer, as a director and interim CEO effective immediately, following the
resignation of director and founding CEO Mikhail Kokorich. Momentus, in consultation with the Company’s
announced SPAC partner, Stable Road Acquisition Corp., has determined that accepting Mr. Kokorich’s
resignation is in the best interest of the Company, in an effort to expedite the resolution of U.S. government
national security and foreign ownership concerns surrounding the Company, the existence of which the
Company recently has confirmed. Harms is a proven leader in the global space industry who has steered
operations at all levels of Momentus since 2019. Previously, she held executive positions at Boeing Satellite
Systems International, Space Systems Loral (now MAXAR), International Launch Services (ILS), and others.
OneWeb Announces Eric Gillenwater as VP and Business Head of Global Carrier and Enterprise
January 21, 2021 - OneWeb announced that Eric Gillenwater has been appointed to the role of Vice
President and Business Head of Global Carrier and Enterprise, leading the Company's Enterprise division.
In his new role, Eric is responsible for engaging distribution partners who can bring OneWeb's forwardthinking, enterprise-grade connectivity solutions to market. Eric will ensure the enterprise market is
taking full advantage of OneWeb's LEO network capabilities which will offer unprecedented speed and low
latency connectivity to customers as early as the end of 2021. Eric brings more than 20 years of global
telecommunications experience to OneWeb, most recently with Airtel as Vice President and Business Head
of Airtel USA.
SpaceLink Satellite Relay Operator Grows Team with Key Executives to Drive Company’s Success
January 20, 2021 - SpaceLink, a company that is redrawing the map of space connectivity, announced it
has built out its senior executive team with four highly experienced satellite industry leaders, all with
strong track records of success. The company is building a satellite relay system for secure, continuous,
high-capacity data relay service between Low Earth Orbit (LEO) and the ground to meet pent up demand
for fast and affordable access to the growing flood of data available from space. Tony Colucci has been
named Chief Strategy and Commercial Officer and Larry Rubin joins as Chief Operating Officer. Both were
instrumental in establishing the company’s vision of a service that will help advance humanity to a new
age of space commerce, exploration, environmental awareness, and security. Rob Singh, formerly of Maxar
Technologies, has joined as Chief Technology Officer, and David Lihani, formerly of Astrolabe Enterprises,
was named General Counsel.
XipLink Announces Appointment of Omar Diab, VP of EMEAA
January 12, 2021 - XipLink has announced that Omar Diab, based in Dubai, UAE, has joined the XipLink
team as the VP of Sales for Europe, Middle East, Africa and Asia (EMEAA) regions. Omar will initially focus
on the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) area while also picking up overall management responsibility
for existing XipLink sales teams in Europe and Asia. The EMEAA markets have been growing rapidly for
XipLink with focus on Cellular Backhaul, Telco’s, Maritime, Defense and Mobility. In his recent 13 year
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tenure at iDirect, Omar was responsible for growing the Middle East region dating back to the inception of
their regional Dubai office in 2007. He also has a solid technical background in the satellite
communications space where he setup networks all over the MENA region. He has extensive experience in
sales and management of Telcos, MNOs, Satellite Operators as well as Gov’t and Defense sectors.
Infostellar Introduces its New Chief Technology Officer Steve Montgomery
January 11, 2021 - Infostellar, the Ground-Segment-as-a-Services (GSaaS) company, announced the arrival
of Steve Montgomery as the company’s Chief Technical Officer (CTO). In this role, Steve will lead the
company’s efforts in building and operating Infostellar’s global network of ground stations, including
partner and company-owned assets. Steve will also leverage StellarStation by driving the technical
development and expansion of the company’s ground segment products and services. Steve has over 27years of experience building and operating ground stations all over the world. He was a leader in the
Universal Space Network team that was acquired by the Swedish Space Corporation (SSC) in 2009 and
remained with the company until joining Infostellar.
Phil Evans Becomes Director General of EUMETSAT
January 5, 2021 - 2020 might remain in history as a pivotal year in many meteorological respects: beyond
the fact that it ends the warmest decade in the history of temperature recordings, it has also seen some of
the most intense and longer-lasting wildfires in several countries, and unusually frequent oceanic
heatwaves. On a more hopeful note, 2020 was also the year of the launch of the Sentinel-6 Michael Freilich
satellite, the first of a new generation of ocean monitoring satellites to be launched into space in the
coming decade, to monitor the Earth and the climate with unprecedented accuracy. Before starting at
EUMETSAT, Phil Evans was the Director of Physics Programmes for the Institute of Physics, where he was
responsible for education, and science and innovation programmes, a role that aligns with his sensitivity
for the social impact of science. In addition, before that experience, he spent more than three decades in
several senior positions at the UK Met Office, where he honed his technical skills in remote sensing and
weather and climate simulations, and acquired experience in managing international collaborations. He is
bringing this very special combination of skills to EUMETSAT to lead on the development of the
organisation, on the many satellite launches planned until 2033, and on the expansion of the services
provided daily to users in many countries.
Skylo Hires Angira Agrawal as Chief Operating Officer
January 4, 2021 - Skylo today announced that Angira Agrawal has joined the company’s leadership team as
COO. Angira will oversee all operations and customer-facing activities throughout the US, India and
beyond, ensuring a positive customer experience during a period of rapid growth. Angira joins Skylo from
Vodafone Idea, where he served as head of the enterprise business for the North and East of India, leading
a multifunctional team specializing in digital solutions to government, enterprise and SME customers.
Highly skilled in scaling customer centric go-to-market deployments, his strong focus on customers and
their digital journey has leveraged best practices in both business and technology to increase market share
and revenue growth. He is passionate about how technology can disruptively create and improve new
economies, while impacting society for the better.
UltiSat Announces Realignment of its Organization and Leadership
January 4, 2021 - UltiSat announced today the realignment of its organization and leadership to better
position for evolving customer mission landscapes. The move includes several senior leadership
appointments and a reorganization around four primary lines of business – Managed Network Services,
Airborne ISR Services, Specialized Wireless Services, and Engineering & Technical Services. As previously
announced, the company’s president, David Myers is stepping into the expanded role of Chief Executive
Officer, following the planned retirement of the company’s founder and previous CEO, Moe Abutaleb. The
company will continue to benefit from Abutaleb’s knowledge and experience, as he will remain a member
of UltiSat’s board of directors. Several company veterans will be stepping into new or expanded roles in
the organization including David Bryant as the new Chief Operating Officer. Each of the four lines of
business will be led by a dedicated executive vice president and general manager, including Chris
Hetmanski for Managed Network Services, Garr Stephenson for Airborne ISR Services, Anthony Sellers for
Specialized Wireless Services, and George Sumarev for Engineering & Technical Services. Continuing in
their previous roles, are Miguel Hernandez as Chief Financial Officer, and Tim Wiegand as EVP of
Engineering & Information Technology. Joining the company late last year is Paul McMurtry as Vice
President of Business Intelligence and Strategic Planning.
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REPORTS
WTA Report: “The Virtual Teleport,” Explores the Impact of Virtualization on Teleport Operations
and Growth
January 21, 2021) - The World Teleport Association (WTA) released The Virtual Teleport, a new research
report that examines the growing adoption and impact of virtualization on the teleport and satellite sector.
The report explores the extent to which teleport operators have embraced virtualization, its benefits, the
barriers and challenges it presents, the opportunities it creates, and what the future might hold. The
Virtual Teleport was sponsored by Kratos.
New Quilty Analytics Report Evaluates Burgeoning Commercial Radio Frequency Mapping Sector
January 20, 2021 - Quilty Analytics, the leading boutique firm for research, strategy, and investment
banking advisory to the Satellite & Space industry, has issued its latest report – RFM Enters the Limelight –
focusing on the Radio Frequency Mapping (RFM) market and the innovative companies seeking to deploy
space-based systems that would enable commercial RFM networks. RFM is a quickly emerging approach
to passively detect, geolocate, identify, and exploit terrestrial radio frequency transmissions that are of
growing interest to government and business customers. Government users – particularly within the
security, defense and intelligence communities – are likely to be main buyers initially. Commercial
applications of RFM technology are starting in the maritime domain awareness field and expanding into
telecom, insurance, and emergency response, among other sectors.
NSR Releases VSAT & Broadband Satellite Markets, 19th Edition
January 19, 2021 - NSR’s VSAT and Broadband Satellite Markets, 19th Edition (VBSM19) study details and
covers strategic insights, identifying key growth areas and challenges that can be used as a data-driven
decision making tool. Featuring greater industry resolution by applications, regions, and types of capacity,
NSR’s VBSM19 study covers the global installed base of sites and subscribers broken down by 5 regions.
VBSM19 continues to provide honest assessment creating an opportunity roadmap for future strategic
decisions.
Euroconsult Values Space Economy at $385B in 2020, with $310B in Commercial Enterprises
January 6, 2021 - In its latest research product “The Space Economy Report 2020", Euroconsult estimates
that the consolidated space economy, including both government space investments, as well as
commercial space, totaled $385 billion in 2020, a record amount. Commercial revenues of $315 billion in
2020 were down 2% from 2019’s $319 billion evaluation, due partially to the Covid-19 pandemic affecting
certain commercial markets - in particular satellite communication sub-segments focused on high mobility
such as, aero, maritime, offshore oil and gas, though other factors, such as video-related revenues
continuing their pre-Covid downward trend contributed to the decrease. Added to these commercial
revenues are the $70 billion invested by government space budgets in 2020 (excluding government
expenditures on commercial services, counted as commercial revenues), a 10% increase over 2019
government spending. There was no visible impact in 2020 on government space investments as budgets
were voted before the pandemic, though the sustainability of these high government space investments
post-Covid remains to be seen.

UPCOMING EVENTS
APSCC 2021 Webinar Series, Virtual Event, https://apsccsat.com
LIVE Every Tuesday 9AM HK l Singapore Time
SmallSat Symposium 2021, February 8-11, Virtual Event, http://smallsatshow.com/
Pre‐GSTC Workshops: Global Air Traffic Management & Global Maritime Management | 25
February 2021 | Virtual/In‐Person
For over 12 years, the Global Space and Technology Convention (GSTC) has been one of the leading annual
space events in Asia, bringing together leading industry players, government agencies, academics,
researchers, and space start-ups from all over the world. As we reimagine the future in this post-Covid
world, we bring you the first-ever hybrid GSTC experience in two parts, Part I: Pre‐GSTC Workshops on
25 February 2021 and Part II: GSTC 2021 on 7‐8 June 2021. Registration for Part I: Pre-GSTC Workshops
is now open, delegates can register to attend the Global Air Traffic Management Workshop, and the Global
Maritime Traffic Management Workshop. Discussions will focus on satellite-based communications,
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navigation, and air/maritime traffic surveillance, discussing leading solutions, global air/maritime traffic
control development trends, and emerging technologies. Full programme is available at
www.space.org.sg/gstc, and delegates can choose to attend either virtual or in-person (Sheraton Towers,
Singapore). Register at www.space.org.sg/gstc/#register

Convergence India 2021, March 24-26, New Delhi, India, https://www.convergenceindia.org/
Global Space Technology Convention (GSTC 2021), June 7-8, Singapore,
https://www.space.org.sg/gstc/
ConnecTech Asia 2021, June 9-11, Singapore, https://www.connectechasia.com/home/
Australasia Satellite Forum 2021, June 22-23, Sydney, Australia, http://talksatellite.com/EVENTS.htm
Satellite 2021, July 26-29, Washington, DC., USA, https://www.satshow.com/
Editorials and Inquiries
News, comments, and suggestions can be sent to the editor at:
Inho Seo, Editor, APSCC Publications
Asia‐Pacific Satellite Communications Council (APSCC)
T‐1602, 170, Seohyeon‐ro, Bundang‐gu, Seongnam‐si,
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About APSCC

APSCC is a non‐profit, international organization representing all sectors of satellite and space‐related industries. The
aim of the organization is to exchange views and ideas on satellite technologies, systems, policies and outer space
activities in general along with satellite communications including broadcasting for the betterment of the Asia‐Pacific
region. Conferences, forums, workshops, and exhibitions are organized through regional coordination with its members in
order to promote new services and businesses via satellite as well as outer space activities. APSCC membership is open to
any government body, public or private organization, association, or corporation that is involved in satellite services, risk
management or associate fields such as data‐casting, informatics, multi‐media, telecommunications and other outer‐
space related activities with interests in the Asia‐Pacific region. More information is available at www.apscc.or.kr.

APSCC Monthly e‐Newsletter

20

February 2021

